Character and Integrity

Volume 24

Deep Resear ch Sunday School L essons

A 24-Volume Comprehensive Series

Volumesin This Series

Forgiveness and L etting Go

Volumes1to 4

Loving Difficult People

Volumes5to 8

Living in Community

Volumes 9to 12

Justice and Compassion

Volumes 13to 16

Managing Anger and Conflict

Volumes 17 to 20

Character and Integrity

Volumes 21 to 24



Deep Research Sunday School Lessons

Character and Integrity

Volume 24

Published by

1611 Press

www.1611press.com

Deep Research Sunday School Lessons: Character and Integrity

Copyright 2026 by 1611 Press

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted

in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher,
except for brief quotationsin critical reviews and certain noncommercial uses
permitted by copyright law.

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, New International Version, NIV.
Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.

Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Www.zondervan.com

First Edition: 2026


https://www.1611press.com
https://www.zondervan.com

About This Series

Welcome to Deep Research Sunday School Lessons, a meticulously researched collection of Sunday
School lessons designed for thoughtful, transformative learning.

Our mission is simple: to return Sunday School to school, a place where deep conversations happen,
where difficult questions are welcomed, and where faith and intellect work together.

Each volume is organized around a central biblical theme such as forgiveness, community, justice,
anger, or character. Within that theme, you will find multiple lessons, each based on a specific Scripture
passage and devel oped for three age groups.

A Note on Scripture Sour ces

These lessons draw primarily from the 66 books of the Protestant canon, using the New International
Version (NIV) as our primary trangation. Occasionally, lessons may reference the Deuterocanonical
books (also called the Apocrypha), which are accepted as canonical by Catholic and Orthodox traditions
and valued as historical literature by many Protestant scholars.

We include these texts sparingly but intentionally, because we believe they offer valuable historical and
theological context for understanding the world of the Bible and the development of Jewish and
Christian thought.

Whether or not the Deuterocanonical books are part of your personal faith tradition, we invite you to
engage with them as literature that shaped the faith of millions and provides insight into the
intertestamental period.

Above dl, we believe that Christians should be inclusive of other Christians. The body of Christ is
large, and our differences should draw us closer together in mutual respect, not push us apart in
division.

How to Use This Book

For Teachersand Group Leaders



Each lesson in this volume is designed to stand alone, allowing you to teach them in any order that fits
your curriculum or group needs.

The discussion questions provided at the end of each lesson are starting points, not scripts. Allow your
group to explore tangents and raise their own guestions as the Spirit leads.

For Individual Study

If you are using this book for personal devotion or self-directed study, we encourage you to take your
time with each lesson, journaling your thoughts and prayers as you go.

For Families

These lessons can be adapted for family devotion time. Parents may wish to simplify certain concepts
for younger children while using the discussion questions to engage older children and teens.

We pray that this volume blesses your study, enriches your teaching,
and draws you ever closer to the heart of God.

The 1611 Press Team



Mercy with Discer nment

Different Stuations, Different Responses, How do we know when to be gentle and when to act urgently?

Jude 17-25

Instructor Preparation

Read this section before teaching any age group. It provides the theological foundation and shows how
the lesson adapts across developmental stages.

The Passage

Jude 17-25 (NIV)

17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said
to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19
These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the

Soirit.

20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselvesin God's |ove as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
to bring you to eternal life.

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them fromthe fire; to others
show mercy, mixed with fear, hating the sin but not the sinner.

24 To himwho is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power
and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.




Context

Jude writes his brief letter to believers facing internal spiritual threats. False teachers have crept into
their communities, promoting ungodliness while claiming grace. These aren't outsiders attacking the
church, they're insiders corrupting it from within. The letter warns against these destructive influences
while calling believers to contend for authentic faith.

As Jude concludes his urgent warning, he shifts from defense to action. After describing the character
and judgment of false teachers, he addresses how believers should respond to different people in their
midst. The community faces complex relational situations requiring wisdom, some people need gentle
mercy, others need urgent rescue, and still others require cautious engagement.

TheBigldea

Mercy isn't one-size-fits-all, different situations require different approaches guided by spiritual
discernment.

This teaching challenges our tendency to apply blanket responses to complex human situations. Jude
recognizes that people struggling with faith and sin fall into distinct categories requiring differentiated
mercy. The challenge lies in discerning which approach each situation demands while maintaining both
truth and love.

Theological Core

 Differentiated mercy. True compassion adapts its expression to meet specific needs rather than
applying identical responsesto all situations.

* Discer ning engagement. Wisdom must guide our interactions with others, especially when
spiritual danger is present for both the helper and the one being hel ped.

» Urgent rescue. Some situations demand immediate, decisive action to prevent spiritual harm,
gentleness alone may be insufficient.

» Cautious approach. Certain circumstances require mercy "mixed with fear”, engaging with
protective boundaries when spiritual contamination threatens the helper.



Age Group Overview

What Each Age Group Learns

Grades7, 8/ Adult

» Mercy requires discernment, different situations call for different responses even when motivated
by the same love

» Engagement with others can involve spiritual risk that requires protective boundaries and
wisdom

» Sometimes urgent action is more loving than patient gentleness when someone is in spiritual
danger

* Distinguishing between the person and their destructive patterns allows for both truth and
compassion

Grades4, 6

» People need different kinds of help, gentle encouragement for doubters, quick rescue for thosein
danger

» We can love someone while being careful about choices that might hurt us or them
» Sometimes the most loving thing is to act fast to help someone, even if it seems harsh

» Our feelings of uncertainty about helping are normal, we can ask God for wisdom about what to
do

Grades1, 3
» God wants usto be kind and helpful to people who are struggling
» Sometimes people need gentle kindness, sometimes they need us to help them quickly

» God gives us wisdom about the best way to help each person



Common Pitfallsto Avoid

» Oversimplifying the categories. Avoid rigid categorization of people, these are situational
guidelines, not permanent labels. Someone might need different approaches at different timesor in
different areas of struggle.

* Ignoringthe spiritual danger element. Don't minimize Jude's warning about spiritual
contamination. "Mercy mixed with fear" acknowledges that helping others can sometimes expose
helpers to spiritual risk requiring protective boundaries.

» Missing the urgency factor. The "snatching from fire" imagery suggests some situations require
immediate, decisive action. Patience and gentleness, while generally virtues, may be inadequate
when someone isin immediate spiritual danger.

» Separating mercy from discer nment. These aren't competing values, mercy and wisdom must
work together. The goal isn't to choose between being loving or being wise, but to express love
wisely according to each situation's demands.

Handling Hard Questions

"How do we know which category someone fallsinto without judging them?"

This is about discerning situations, not labeling people permanently. Look for indicators. Are they
genuinely questioning faith or actively promoting destructive teaching? Are they in immediate spiritual
danger or gradually drifting? Are they influencing others negatively? The same person might need
different approaches in different circumstances. Pray for wisdom, observe patterns over time, and
remain open to adjusting your approach as situations change.

"What does'mercy mixed with fear' actually look likein practice?"

This means helping while maintaining protective boundaries. You might love someone caught in
destructive patterns while limiting their access to influence you or vulnerable people in your
community. It's caring enough to engage but wise enough to protect yourself and others from spiritual
contamination. Think of it like helping someone with a contagious disease, you don't abandon them, but
you take precautions.



"lsn't all thiscategorizing just an excuse to be harsh with difficult people?"

The opposite, it's about being more effectively loving. Sometimes the most merciful response to
someone in spiritual danger is urgent intervention rather than gentle patience. Sometimes the most
loving thing for a community is protective boundaries around destructive influences. This isn't about
avoiding difficult people but about engaging them wisely according to their actua needs and
circumstances.

The One Thing to Remember

True mercy adapts its expression to serve each person's actual needs, even when that means
choosing difficult rather than comfortable responses.

Grades7, 8/ Adult

Ages12, 14+ « 30 Minutes » Student-Centered Discussion

Your Main Job Today

Guide students to wrestle with how we discern which type of response different situations require. Help
them explore the tension between being merciful and being wise without resolving it too quickly.

The Tension to Frame

How do we know when someone needs gentle mercy versus urgent rescue versus cautious engagement?
What does it look like to "hate the sin but not the sinner"?

Discussion Facilitation Tips
» Validate their experiences of wanting to help but feeling unsure about how
» Honor the complexity, there aren't aways clear-cut answers about which approach to use

 Let them wrestle with scenarios rather than providing quick solutions

1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)



Picture this: Your friend starts sharing conspiracy theories on social media. Not harmless ones, the kind
that hurt people and spread distrust. Part of you wants to gently ask questions and try to understand
where they're coming from. But part of you wonders if you should speak up more directly, especialy
when you see other people starting to believe and share their posts.

Or imagine a family member who's struggling with addiction but keeps asking for money, telling
elaborate stories about why this time is different. Y ou want to help because you love them, but you're
starting to wonder if your help is actually enabling the problem to continue. Y ou're torn between being
compassionate and being wise.

These situations capture something we all face: the challenge of knowing how to respond to people we
care about when their choices are becoming destructive. Our instinct might be to be consistently gentle
and patient, but sometimes we wonder if that approach is actualy helpful, or if it might even be
harmful.

Today we're looking at a passage where the apostle Jude faces this exact challenge. He's writing to
believers whose communities have been infiltrated by people promoting destructive ideas and
behaviors. Instead of giving one blanket response, he suggests three different approaches depending on
the situation.

As we read, pay attention to these different categories and think about what determines which response
is appropriate. Open your Bibles to Jude, it's a short letter near the end of the New Testament, right
before Revelation.

2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)

Managing Silent Reading: Walk quietly around the room. Help with difficult vocabulary. Some students will
finish early, they can reread the key verses or think about the reflection questions. Let them feel the weight of
these different approaches to helping people.

AsYou Read, Think About:

* What situation is Jude addressing, what's happening in these communities?

» What are the three different groups of people he mentions and what response does he suggest for
each?

* What's surprising or challenging about these different approaches?



* How would you feel if you had to figure out which approach to use with someone you care
about?

Jude 17-25 (NIV)

17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said
to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19
These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the

Soirit.

20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselvesin God's |ove as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
to bring you to eternal life.

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others
show mercy, mixed with fear, hating the sin but not the sinner.

24 To himwho is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power
and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)

Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)

Selecting Readers: Ask for volunteers, allowing students to passif they prefer. Choose confident readers for the
key verses 22-23 since they contain the lesson's central teaching.

Reader 1. Verses 17-19 (The problem Jude is addressing) Reader 2: Verses 20-21 (What believers
should do for themselves) Reader 3. Verses 22-23 (Three different approaches to helping others)
Reader 4: Verses 24-25 (Closing doxology)



Listen for the progression here, Jude moves from describing problems to giving solutions, both for
self-care and for helping others. Notice the different emotional tones in each section.

Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)

Setup: Form groups of 3-4 students. Give exactly 3 minutes to generate questions. Walk between groups
listening for insights. If groups are stuck, suggest they start with "What surprised you most?' or "What confused
you?'

Get into groups of 3-4. | want you to come up with 1-2 genuine questions about what you just read. Not
guestions you aready know the answer to, but things you're actually curious about or confused by.
Maybe something about these different approaches surprised you, or you're wondering how to actually
apply this. Y ou have three minutes to discuss and come up with questions that matter to you.

Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)

Remember: Let students drive with their questions. Facilitate and probe deeper rather than lecturing. Guide
discovery of the pattern through their curiosity.

Collecting Questions. Write student questions on board, looking for themes. Start with questions most
students can relate to about relationships and helping others.
Probing Questions (to go deeper)

* "What evidence do you see for these being three distinct groups rather than just different ways of
describing the same people?'

» "What do you think determines which approach Jude suggests, what makes someone fit into
category one versus two versus three?"

» "How do you reconcile being merciful with having ‘fear', what kind of mercy is mixed with
fear?'

* "What does it mean to 'snatch someone from the fire', why is urgency sometimes more loving
than patience?'

* "How do you 'hate the sin but not the sinner’ in practice without becoming judgmental ?"

* "What situationsin your life or school or community might require these different approaches?’



» "What would happen if you used the wrong approach, gentle mercy when urgent action was
needed, or urgent action when gentle mercy was needed?”

* "Why doesn't Jude just say 'be merciful to everyone' and leave it at that?"

Revealing the Pattern

Do you notice what's happening here? Jude isn't giving us three different values, he's showing us three
different expressions of the same value: mercy. But he recognizes that true mercy adapts to serve
people's actual needs rather than just making us feel like we're being consistently nice. Sometimes
mercy looks like patient gentleness with doubters. Sometimes it looks like urgent intervention. And
sometimes it looks like careful engagement with protective boundaries. The question becomes: How do
we develop the discernment to know which expression of mercy each situation requires?

4. Application (3, 4 minutes)

Let's get rea about your lives. Where do you encounter people who might need these different
approaches? Think about social media, school dynamics, family relationships, friendships, or issues in
your community. Sometimes the hardest part isn't knowing what the right thing to do is, it's figuring out
which situation you're actually dealing with.

Real Issues This Connects To

* A friend who's struggling with faith questions and seems genuinely confused versus someone
who's actively mocking beliefs to get reactions

» Family members with addiction, mental health struggles, or destructive relationship patterns

» Social mediainteractions with people spreading harmful misinformation or conspiracy theories
» Classmatesinvolved in behaviors that could seriously harm themselves or others

» Online communities or friend groups where toxic dynamics are devel oping

 Situations where standing up for justice requires urgent action versus those requiring patient
education



Facilitation: Let students share examples without rushing to provide answers. Some situations are genuinely
complex and call for different responses depending on circumstances. Help them think through discernment
rather than giving blanket advice.

Discussion Prompts

* "When have you seen someone use the right kind of response for the situation, what made it
effective?’

» "What helps you discern whether someone needs gentle mercy versus urgent intervention?”

» "How do you balance wanting to help with protecting yourself from being pulled into destructive
patterns?'

» "What's the difference between wise caution and just avoiding difficult people?*

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what | want you to take with you: True mercy isn't about being consistently nice or avoiding
difficult conversations. It's about being consistently loving, which sometimes means adapting your
approach to serve someone's actual needs rather than your comfort level. Discerning which approach to
use is genuinely difficult, that's why Jude doesn't just give simple rules.

This week, pay attention to situations where you want to help someone but feel unsure about how.
Notice when your instinct is to be gentle, when it's to act urgently, and when it's to maintain some
protective distance. Ask God for wisdom about which expression of mercy each situation requires.
Don't expect thisto be easy or obvious.

I'm proud of the thoughtful questions you asked today and the way you engaged with complexity
without trying to oversimplify it. Keep wrestling with these tensions, that's exactly what wisdom looks
like in development.

Grades4, 6

Ages9, 11 « 30 Minutes ¢ Interactive Storytelling + Activity



Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that people need different kinds of help depending on their situation, sometimes
gentle kindness, sometimes urgent action, and that both can be expressions of love.

If Kids Ask " How do we know which way to help?"

Say: "That's exactly the right question! We can pray and ask God for wisdom, pay attention to whether
someoneisjust confused or in real danger, and ask trusted adults for help figuring it out.”

1. Opening (5 minutes)

Raise your hand if you've ever wanted to help someone but weren't sure exactly how to do it. Maybe a
friend was feeling sad and you didn't know whether to give them space or try to cheer them up. Maybe
you saw someone being mean to another person and you weren't sure if you should speak up or get a
teacher.

Now here's a harder question: Raise your hand if you've ever been in a situation where someone needed
help, but you realized that being nice and gentle might not actually be the most helpful thing. Maybe
you saw someone about to do something dangerous and you needed to yell "Stop!" instead of politely
asking them to reconsider.

Those feelings make total sense. Sometimes we want to help, but we're not sure if we should be realy
gentle and patient, or if we should act quickly and directly. Part of you thinks, "I should be kind and
give them time to figure it out,” but another part thinks, "This situation is serious and someone needs to
do something right now."

This reminds me of a situation from a Pixar movie like Inside Out, where Riley's emotions have to
figure out whether to handle a problem gently or take urgent action. Or think about how in any
superhero movie, sometimes heroes need to have patient conversations with people, but other times they
need to act fast to save someone from danger.

The tricky part is figuring out when someone needs gentle help versus when they need quick, direct
help. How do you know if you should be patient or urgent? How do you know if someone just needs
encouragement or if they need someone to step in and take action?



Today we're going to hear about a time when one of Jesus's followers named Jude had to help people
figure out exactly this question. He realized that different people in different situations need different
kinds of help, even when you love them all equally. Let's find out what he discovered.

What to Expect: Kids may share examples of times they felt confused about how to help. Acknowledge briefly
("That sounds really hard to figure out") and keep momentum moving toward the story.

2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)

There was a man named Jude who loved Jesus and cared deeply about people in the early church. Jude
had a big heart and wanted to help everyone, but he was facing areally confusing situation.

People in the church communities were struggling in different ways. Some people had honest questions
about faith and felt confused about what to believe. Others had gotten caught up in dangerous ideas that
were leading them away from God. And still others were actively spreading harmful teachings that
could hurt other people's faith.

Jude cared about all these people, but he realized something important: they needed different kinds of
help. Using the same approach with everyone wasn't going to work. It was like trying to use the same
medicine for different illnesses, you need different treatments for different problems.

Imagine you're a teacher and you have three students who are struggling. One student is honestly
confused about a math problem and needs patient explanation. Another student is about to accidentally
touch a hot stove and needs you to shout "Don't touch that!" immediately. And a third student keeps
trying to get other students to cheat on tests, so you need to be firm but careful about how you handle
the situation.

That's exactly what Jude was facing, except with people's faith instead of schoolwork. So he wrote a
letter giving three different approaches for three different situations. He wanted people to know how to
help wisely, not just nicely.

First, Jude said, "Be merciful to those who doubt." These were people with honest questions and
genuine confusion. They weren't trying to hurt anyone, they were just struggling to understand.

Jude 22 (NI1V)



22 Be merciful to those who doubt;

For people with honest doubts and questions, Jude said to be gentle and patient. Listen to their concerns.
Answer their questions kindly. Give them time to work through their confusion. Don't rush them or
make them feel bad for struggling. Just like you'd be patient with a friend who's trying to learn
something difficult.

But then Jude said something different about the second group of people. These were people who
weren't just confused, they were in serious spiritual danger, like someone who's about to walk into

traffic without looking.

Jude 23a (NI1V)

23 save others by snatching them from the fire;

"Snatching them from the fire", that's urgent language! 1f someone's house is on fire, you don't politely
knock on the door and wait for them to answer. You bang on the door and yell "Fire! Get out now!"
because their life depends on it. Sometimes the most loving thing you can do is act quickly and directly,
even if it seemsless gentle.

These were people who had gotten caught up in dangerous ideas or behaviors that could seriously harm
their relationship with God. Being patient might actually be less helpful than taking quick action to help

them see the danger.

Then Jude mentioned a third group that needed yet another approach. These were people who were
actively spreading harmful ideas, trying to get othersto follow destructive paths.

Jude 23b (NIV)

23 to others show mercy, mixed with fear, hating the sin but not the sinner.

Mercy mixed with fear, what does that mean? It means you still care about the person and want to help
them, but you're also careful about protecting yourself and others from their destructive influence. You
love the person but hate the harmful things they're doing.



It's like if someone you care about starts bullying others. You still love that person, but you don't just
ignore the bullying or pretend it's okay. You might need to set boundaries while still hoping they'll
change. Y ou care about them AND you care about protecting the people they're hurting.

Jude realized that loving people well sometimes means responding differently depending on what they
actually need. Someone who's honestly confused needs patient gentleness. Someone in danger needs
urgent help. And someone who's becoming harmful to others needs boundaries along with love.

The amazing thing is that all three approaches come from the same heart of love. Jude wasn't saying to
be mean to some people and nice to others. He was saying that love expresses itself differently
depending on what would actually help each person most.

Sometimes in our lives, we face similar situations. A friend might have honest questions about
something and need our patient listening. Another friend might be about to make a choice that could
really hurt them, and we need to speak up quickly. And sometimes we care about people who are
making choices that hurt others, so we need to love them while also protecting the people they're
affecting.

What we learn is that wisdom helps love know how to act. We can ask God to give us wisdom about
how to help each person in the way that would be best for them, not just the way that feels easiest for us.

The core truth is that God wants us to love people wisely, adapting how we help based on what each
situation actually requires. Different people need different responses, and that's okay, that's actually
more loving than treating everyone exactly the same.

Pause here. Let the story sink in for 5 seconds before moving on.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Question 1. The Honest Questions

Think about a time when you had honest questions about something, maybe about school, or family
rules, or faith, and you weren't trying to cause trouble, you just genuinely didn't understand. How did it
feel when someone was patient with your questions versus when someone got frustrated with you for
asking?



Listen For: "It felt good when they listened,” "I felt bad when they got mad at me for asking"”, affirm: "That
makes sense. When we're genuinely confused, patience helps us learn.”

Question 2: The Urgent Situations

Can you think of atime when someone needed help quickly, maybe they were about to get hurt, or do
something dangerous, or make a really bad choice, and someone had to act fast instead of being gentle
and slow? What happened when someone spoke up urgently versus when people just waited and hoped
it would work out?

If They Say: If they mention examples of someone yelling at them, respond " Sometimes urgent help can sound
harsh even when it comes from love. What matters is whether it actually kept someone safe.”

Question 3: The Protective Boundaries

Have you ever cared about someone who was making choices that hurt other people? Maybe they were
being mean to others or trying to get friends to do things that weren't good for them. How can you still
love that person while also protecting the people they're hurting?

Connect: "Thisis exactly what 'mercy mixed with fear' means, caring about someone while being careful about
the harm they might cause."

Question 4: How Do We Know?

Here's the tricky question: How do you figure out which approach someone needs? If you see a friend
struggling, how do you know whether they need gentle patience, urgent help, or careful boundaries?
What could help you make that decision wisely?

If They Say: If they feel overwhelmed by the complexity, respond "It is hard to know! That's why we can ask
God for wisdom and talk to trusted adults when we're not sure.”

These are really thoughtful answers. You're noticing that the same heart of love can lead to different
actions depending on what someone actually needs. Now let's do an activity that will help us experience
what thislooks like.



4. Activity: The Wise Helpers (8 minutes)

Zero Props Required , This activity uses only kids' bodies and empty space.

Purpose

This activity reinforces differentiated mercy by having kids physically experience adapting their helping
approach based on different scenarios. Success looks like kids discovering that effective help requires
reading the situation and responding appropriately, not just being uniformly "nice.”

Instructionsto Class(3 minutes)

We're going to play "The Wise Helpers." I'm going to divide you into groups of three. In each group,
one person will be the Helper, one will be the Person Who Needs Help, and one will be the Observer
who watches and learns.

Here's the chalenge: The Helper has to figure out which type of help the Person needs based on the
situation | describe. You might need to be gentle and patient, urgent and direct, or caring but careful.
The Person will act out their scenario, and the Helper has to read the sSituation and respond

appropriately.

The twist is this: I'll give you three different scenarios, and you'll rotate roles so everyone gets to try
being the Helper. The Observer's job is to notice what works and what doesn't work in each situation.
You'll discover that the same helping approach doesn't work for every situation.

We're doing this because it's exactly like Jude's lesson, different people in different situations need
different types of help, even when we care about them all equally. Let's see if you can figure out which
approach each situation needs.

During the Activity(4 minutes)

Scenario 1: Person, you're feeling confused about a friendship and have honest questions. Helper, try
different approaches and see what feels most helpful. Observers, watch what happens when the Hel per
is patient versus rushed.

Scenario 2: Person, you're about to do something that could get you in serious trouble and you're not
thinking clearly. Helper, figure out how to help someone who's in immediate danger. Observers, notice



the difference between urgent help and gentle help here.

Rotate roles and try Scenario 3: Person, you're trying to convince others to break important rules and
you think it's funny. Helper, you care about this person but also need to protect others. Observers, watch
how the Helper balances care with appropriate boundaries.

I'm watching for the moments when you figure out that different situations require different responses,
that's the wisdom Jude was teaching about. Notice how your helping approach needs to match what the
person actually needs, not just what feels comfortable.

Great job adapting your approaches! | saw you discovering that effective help requires reading the
situation. You learned to be gentle with genuine confusion, urgent with real danger, and carefully
boundaried when someone's choices could hurt others.

Watch For: The moment when helpers realize they need to change their approach based on the situation, thisis
the physical representation of discernment in action.

Debrief(1 minute)

What did you notice about how it felt to be helped in different ways for different problems? Did you
discover that the same helping approach didn't work for every situation? This is exactly what Jude
learned, that wise love adapts its expression to serve what each person actually needs. Different
situations call for different responses, and that's not compromise, that's wisdom.

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what we learned today: God wants us to love people wisely, which means helping them in the
way that's actually best for them, not just the way that feels easiest for us. Sometimes people need
gentle patience for their honest questions. Sometimes people need urgent help when they're in danger.
And sometimes people need us to care about them while being careful about choices that could hurt
others.

This doesn't mean being mean to some people and nice to others. It means expressing the same heart of
love in different ways depending on what would actually help each person most. Being patient when
someone needs patience, being urgent when someone needs rescue, and being boundaried when
someone needs accountability.



The amazing result is that people get the kind of help they actually need instead of just getting the same
response every time. And we become wiser helpers who ask God for discernment about how to love
each person well.

ThisWeek's Challenge

Pay attention to different situations where people need help. Notice when someone has honest questions
and needs patience, when someone needs urgent help with a problem, or when someone needs both care
and boundaries. Before you respond, take a moment to ask God: "What kind of help does this person
actually need right now?"

Closing Prayer (Optional)

God, thank you for showing us that love can look different in different situations. Help us to be
wise helpers who pay attention to what people actually need. Give us patience when someone
needs gentle answers, courage when someone needs urgent help, and wisdom when someone
needs both love and boundaries. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Grades1, 3

Ages6,8 ¢ 15, 20 Minutes « Animated Storytelling + Songs

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that God wants us to help people in the way that's best for them, sometimes with
gentle kindness, sometimes with quick action.

Movement & Formation Plan
* Opening Song: Standing inacircle
» Bible Story: Sitting in a horseshoe shape facing the teacher

* Small Group Q& A: Standing in pairs facing each other

e Closing Song: Standing in straight lines



» Prayer: Sitting cross-legged in rows

If KidsDon't Under stand

Compare helping people to being a doctor, sometimes you give gentle medicine, sometimes you help
quickly for emergencies. Ask: "What kind of help works best for each situation?’

1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing inacircle

Select a song about helping others or God's love. Suggestions. "Love One Another," "Helper," or "God's
Love." Use movements: point to friends during lyrics about love, make helping gestures (reaching out,
gentle hugs), and clap on upbeat sections.

Beautiful singing! | love how you showed love for each other with your movements. Now sit in our
horseshoe shape on the floor, we're going to hear about someone who learned a special way to help
peopl el

2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)

Formation: Kids sitting in a horseshoe shape on the floor facing you. Move around inside the
horseshoe as you tell the story.

Animated Delivery: Use big gestures, change your voice for different characters, move around the space. Keep
energy high! Sound confused when talking about people with questions, sound urgent when talking about danger,
and sound wise when explaining God's solutions.

Today we're going to meet a man named Jude who loved Jesus and wanted to help people!
[ Walk to one side of the horseshoe]

Jude had a big problem. There were people everywhere who needed help, but they needed different
kinds of help. Some people had questions and felt confused. Others were in danger and needed help
right away!



[ Make a confused face and shrug your shoulder ]

At first, Jude felt confused too. How do you help so many different people? Should you help everyone
the same way? Or do different people need different kinds of help?

[Walk to other side of horseshoe, look thoughtful ]

Then Jude had a wonderful ideal He realized that helping people is like being a doctor or a teacher.
Different people need different kinds of help, just like different hurts need different kinds of medicine!

[Move to center, speak gently]

First, Jude said: "Some people have gquestions and they're confused. Be kind and gentle with them.
Listen to their questions and help them learn.”

[Move to side, speak with urgency]

Then Jude said: "But other people are in danger! They need help right now! Don't wait, help them
quickly before they get hurt!"

Jude 22-23a (NIV)

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them fromthefire;

[ Pause and look around at each child]

Do you think Jude was right? Sometimes people need gentle help and sometimes they need quick help?
Y es!

[Move to center, speak with warmth]

But then Jude learned something else. Some people were making choices that could hurt other people.
They still needed love, but they also needed to learn better choices.

[Walk slowly around the hor seshoe]

So Jude said: "Love those people too, but be careful. Help them learn better choices while you protect

the people they might hurt."



[ Sop walking and face the children directly]

What Jude discovered was amazing! The same big heart of love can help people in different ways.
Sometimes love is gentle and patient. Sometimes love is quick and strong. And sometimes love sets
good boundaries.

[ Soeak with excitement]

All three ways come from caring about people! Jude learned that wise helpers ask: "What kind of help
does this person really need right now?"

[ Pause dramatically]

God can help us be wise helpers too! When someone has questions, we can be patient and kind. When
someone is in trouble, we can help quickly. When someone needs to learn better choices, we can love
them and help them at the same time.

[ Soeak directly to the children]

Sometimes at school or at home, you might see someone who needs help. Maybe they have questions
and need someone to listen. Maybe they're about to get hurt and need someone to help fast. Or maybe
they're making choices that hurt others and need someone to help them learn better ways.

[Move closer to the children]

When you want to help someone, you can ask God: "What kind of help does this person need right
now?" Then you can be awise helper just like Jude!

[ Speak warmly and encouragingly]

God loves it when we help people in the way that's best for them. And God will give us wisdom to
know how to help each person well!

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Formation: Have kids stand up and find a partner. Pairs scatter around the room with space to talk.

Find a partner and spread out around the room. I'll give each pair one question to talk about. There are
no wrong answers, just share what you think!



Teacher Circulation: Walk around to each pair. Listen to their discussions. If apair is stuck, ask "What do you
think?" or rephrase the question more simply. Give them time to think, some kids need extra processing time.

Discussion Questions
Select one question per pair based on class size. Save unused questions for next time.

1. When someone has a question, do you like it better when people are patient with you or when they
get frustrated?

2. Can you think of atime when someone helped you quickly when you were in trouble?

3. What's the difference between being mean to someone and hel ping them learn better choices?
4. If you saw afriend about to touch something hot, would you speak softly or yell " Stop!"?

5. How do you feel when someone listens to your questions instead of ignoring them?

6. What would happen if a doctor gave everyone the same medicine no matter what was wrong?
7. Why do you think Jude said different people need different kinds of help?

8. Have you ever had a question that someone helped you answer patiently?

9. When might you need to get help from an adult really quickly?

10. What's a good way to help someone who's making choices that hurt other people?

11. How can you tell if someone needs gentle help or quick help?

12. What kind of help do you like best when you're confused about something?

13. Why isit important to ask God for wisdom about helping people?

14. What makes someone a wise helper?

15. How can you love someone and help them make better choices at the same time?

16. What would you do if you saw someone about to get hurt?



17. How does it feel when someone helpsyou in just the right way?

18. What's the difference between helping someone and being mean to them?

19. What would happen if everyone helped people exactly the same way?

20. What can you ask God when you want to help someone but don't know how?

Great discussions! Let's come back together in our lines. Who wants to share one thing you talked about
with your partner?

4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in straight lines facing forward

Select songs about helping others or being wise. Suggestions: "Be Like Jesus,” "Helping Hands," or
"God Will Help You." Include movements. gentle hand motions for kindness lyrics, quick helpful
actions for rescue lyrics, and wise pointing-up gestures for asking God for help.

Wonderful singing! Now let's sit down for our prayer time. Cross your legs and fold your hands, we're
going to talk to God about being wise helpers.

5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)

Formation: Sitting cross-legged in rows, heads bowed, hands folded

Dear God, thank you for teaching us about helping people wisdly...

[Pause]

Help us to be patient and kind when someone has questions. Help us to act quickly when someone
needs help right away. Help us to love people even when they need to learn better choices.

[ Pause]



Give us wisdom to know what kind of help each person needs. Help us remember to ask you when

we're not sure how to help someone.

[Pause]

Thank you for loving us and helping us become wise helpers just like Jude. In Jesus's name,

Amen.

Alternative, Popcorn Prayer: If your classis comfortable with it, invite kids to offer short one-sentence prayers
about helping others wisely. Examples: "God, help me be patient with my little brother's questions* or "God, help

me know how to help my friends."

Remember, God wants you to be wise helpers who ask: "What kind of help does this person need right
now?"' Have awonderful week being God's helpers in your families and at school!
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Mercy in the Moment

When Your Enemies Fall, What if helping those who hurt you undermines God's justice?

Numbers 12:1-16

Instructor Preparation

Read this section before teaching any age group. It provides the theological foundation and shows how
the lesson adapts across developmental stages.

The Passage

Numbers 12:1-16 (NI V)

1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married
a Cushite. 2 "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken
through us?" And the Lord heard this.

3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) 4
At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the tent of meeting, all three of
you." So the three of them went out. 5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at
the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped
forward, 6 he said, "Listen to my words: When there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal
myself to themin visions, | speak to themin dreams. 7 But thisis not true of my servant Moses;
he isfaithful in all my house. 8 With him | speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees
the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"

9 The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left. 10 When the cloud lifted from above
the tent, Miriam's skin was leprous, it became as white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and
saw that she had leprosy, 11 and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, | beg you not to hold




against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. 12 Do not let her be like a stillborn infant
coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away." 13 So Moses cried out to the
Lord, "Please, God, heal her!" 14 The Lord replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her face,
would she not have been shamed for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days,
after that she can be brought back." 15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days,
and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 16 After that, the people left Hazeroth
and encamped in the Desert of Paran.

Context

Moses is leading the Israglites through the wilderness when his own siblings, Miriam and Aaron,
publicly challenge his leadership. They criticize his marriage to a Cushite woman and question his
exclusive role as God's spokesman. Thisisn't a private family disagreement but a public undermining of
Moses's authority at a critical moment in Israel's journey. Miriam and Aaron leverage their own
prophetic roles to challenge the very structure of leadership God has established.

The confrontation escalates when God intervenes directly, calling al three siblings to the tent of
meeting. God makes clear that Moses holds a unique position, speaking with God "face to face", and
asks pointedly why they weren't afraid to speak against his chosen servant. When God's anger burns
against the challengers, Miriam is struck with leprosy, a disease that would exile her from the
community and threaten her life.

TheBig ldea

When those who attack us face consequences, even divine consequences, the proper response is
immediate intercession for their relief, not satisfaction at their suffering.

This challenges our natural instincts. When someone who has wronged us finally "gets what they
deserve," we often feel vindicated. But Moses demonstrates a different pattern: the one wronged
becomes the advocate for the one punished for wrong. This raises complex questions about the
relationship between divine justice and human mercy.

Theological Core



* Intercession for opponents. The gospel calls usto pray for those who persecute us, even when
their suffering comes as a consequence of opposing us.

* Immediacy of mercy. Moses doesn't deliberate, negotiate, or delay, his prayer isinstant,
showing that mercy operates faster than our sense of justice.

» Thewronged becoming advocate. Rather than letting opposition determine our response, we
can choose to advocate for those who have hurt us.

» Complex interaction of justice and mercy. God's discipline and human compassion work
together in mysterious ways, Moses's prayer is answered, but not by simply canceling
consequences.

Age Group Overview

What Each Age Group Learns

Grades 7, 8/ Adult

» How to distinguish between vindication and vindictiveness when opponents face consequences
* Why intercession for those who oppose us reflects strength, not weakness
* How to navigate the complex relationship between divine discipline and human compassion

» When to advocate for mercy versus when to let justice take its course

Grades4, 6

» Praying for people who hurt usisthe right thing to do, even when they get in trouble

Choosing kindness toward opponents shows what we're really made of

» Sometimes consequences help people learn, but we can still care about their pain

It's okay to feel hurt AND choose to help, feelings don't control our choices



Grades1, 3

» God wants usto be kind to everyone, even people who are mean to us
» When someone is hurting, God is happy when we want to help them

» We can pray for people we don't like very much

Common Pitfallsto Avoid

» Simplifying the tension. Don't present this as "just forgive and forget.” Moses's prayer doesn't
erase consequences, Miriam still spends seven days outside the camp. Justice and mercy interact in
complex ways that shouldn't be reduced to simple formulas.

» Making Moses superhuman. Avoid presenting Moses as having no norma human emotions
about being attacked by his siblings. Hisimmediate intercession is remarkable precisely because it
goes against natural instincts we all share.

» Assuming all consequences are divine. Not every bad thing that happens to our opponentsis
God's jJudgment. Moses's situation involves clear divine intervention, be careful about applying this
broadly to all negative outcomes.

» Dismissing the complexity of timing. Moses prays immediately, but that doesn't mean all mercy
should beinstant or that al consequences should be prevented. God answers Moses's prayer but
modifies rather than cancels the discipline.

Handling Hard Questions

" Doesn't praying against God's punishment mean M oses was questioning God's justice?"

This gets to the heart of the passage's tension. Moses's prayer suggests that intercession isn't opposition
to God's justice but partnership with God's character. God doesn't rebuke Moses for praying, instead,
God responds with modified discipline that honors both justice and mercy. Sometimes intercession
helps God accomplish both goals in ways we couldn't imagine.



"What if someone keeps hurting people and never faces consequences, should | pray for their
problemsto go away?"

Moses's example shows us that intercession can coexist with consequences. He prays for Miriam's
healing, but she still experiences seven days outside the camp. Praying for someone's ultimate good
doesn't mean praying for them to escape all accountability. Sometimes the most loving prayer is for
consequences that lead to genuine change.

"Thisfeelslike M oses was being weak, shouldn't leader s sometimes let people face the full
consequences of opposing them?"

Moses's immediate intercession actually demonstrates strength, not weakness. It shows he's secure
enough in his leadership that he doesn't need Miriam's suffering to prove his authority. His response is
driven by God's character, not by persona vindication. True strength often looks like mercy when
vengeance would feel more satisfying.

The One Thing to Remember

When our enemies fall, our first instinct should be intercession, not satisfaction, even when the
conseguences came from God.

Grades7, 8/ Adult

Ages12, 14+ « 30 Minutes » Student-Centered Discussion

Your Main Job Today

Guide students to wrestle with the genuine tension between justice and mercy when opponents face
consequences. Help them discover why immediate intercession might be wise rather than weak.

TheTension to Frame

If someone who attacked you suddenly faced serious consequences for their actions, would praying for
their relief show mercy or undermine justice?



Discussion Facilitation Tips

» Vadlidate students natural feelings of satisfaction when opponents face consequences
» Honor the complexity, there's no simple formulafor when to intervene versus let justice proceed

* Let students wrestle with competing values rather than providing quick answers

1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)

You post something online, maybe a video you're proud of, or you share an opinion about something
you care about. Almost immediately, someone you know starts commenting, mocking what you posted,
guestioning your intelligence, even bringing up embarrassing stuff from your past. They rally other
people to pile on. It hurts, and it's public, and it's someone you trusted.

Then, afew days later, that same person posts their own video or opinion, and suddenly they're the one
getting attacked. Their comments section fills with harsh criticism, people mocking them, even
threatening language. They're experiencing exactly what they put you through, except worse. Their post
starts getting shared with laughing emojis.

Here's the moment of truth: What's your first reaction? If you're honest, there's probably a little voice
saying "Finally, they're getting what they deserve." It feels like cosmic justice. They dished it out, now
they can take it. That satisfaction feels... right. Natural. Maybe even moral.

But then comes a more complicated question: Should you do anything to help them? Comment
something supportive? Report the harassment? Send them a private message checking if they're okay?
Or would that just enable them to keep being awful to people? And honestly, don't they need to learn
what it feelslike?

Today we're looking at Moses facing exactly this dilemma. His own siblings publicly attacked his
leadership and questioned his authority from God. Then God intervened, and the consequences were
severe and immediate. What Moses did next challenges everything we think we know about justice,
mercy, and what to do when our enemies fall. Open your Bibles to Numbers 12, and notice what
Mosessfirst instinct was.

2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)



Managing Silent Reading: Walk quietly around the room. Help with pronunciation of Hebrew names. Watch
for early finishers and let them sit with the weight of Miriam's sudden illness and M oses'simmediate response.
Let them feel the drama and moral complexity.

AsYou Read, Think About:

* What exactly did Miriam and Aaron do wrong, and why was it serious?
» How would you feel if your siblings publicly questioned your role and authority?
» What's surprising about Moses's reaction to Miriam's punishment?

» How do justice and mercy interact in this story?

Numbers 12:1-16 (NIV)

1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married
a Cushite. 2 "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken
through us?" And the Lord heard this.

3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) 4
At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the tent of meeting, all three of
you." So the three of them went out. 5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at
the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped
forward, 6 he said, "Listen to my words: When there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal
myself to themin visions, | speak to themin dreams. 7 But thisis not true of my servant Moses;
he isfaithful in all my house. 8 With him | speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees
the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"

9 The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left. 10 When the cloud lifted from above
the tent, Miriam's skin was leprous, it became as white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and
saw that she had leprosy, 11 and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, | beg you not to hold
against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. 12 Do not let her be like a stillborn infant
coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away." 13 So Moses cried out to the




Lord, "Please, God, heal her!" 14 The Lord replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her face,
would she not have been shamed for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days,
after that she can be brought back." 15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days,
and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 16 After that, the people left Hazeroth
and encamped in the Desert of Paran. Numbers 12:1-16 (NIV)

3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)

Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)

Selecting Readers: Ask for volunteers who can read with expression. Choose confident readers for the dramatic
sections, God's words and M oses's prayer.

Reader 1. Verses 1-3 (The rebellion begins) Reader 2. Verses 4-8 (God responds with authority)
Reader 3: Verses 9-16 (Consequences, intercession, and resolution)

Listen for the emotions, the jealousy, the divine anger, the panic when Aaron sees his sister's condition,
and the urgency in Moses's prayer.

Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)

Setup: Form groups of 3-4. Give exactly 3 minutes. Walk between groups to listen and help stuck groups with
"What surprised you most about Moses's reaction?"

Get into groups of 3-4. Your job is to come up with 1-2 genuine questions about what you just read,
things you're actually curious about or confused by. Good questions start with "Why did..." or "What
if..." or "How come..." Don't worry about having answers; focus on what genuinely puzzles or intrigues
you. Y ou have three minutes starting now.

Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)

Remember: Students drive with THEIR questions. Y ou facilitate and probe deeper. Guide discovery rather than
lecture. Write their questions on the board and look for themes.



Collecting Questions: Let's hear your questions. I'll write them on the board and we'll explore the ones
that intrigue you most.
Probing Questions (to go deeper)

» "What evidence do you see that Miriam and Aaron's opposition genuinely hurt Moses?"

» "Why do you think Moses's response was immediate, no delay, no deliberation?’

» "Was Mosess prayer appropriate given that God had just disciplined Miriam?"

» "How do you reconcile Moses praying for healing with respecting God's judgment?’

» "What does God's response to Moses's prayer teach us about the relationship between justice and
mercy?'

* "How isthis different from a situation where human authorities punish someone?’
» "If you werein Moses's position, what would have been your first instinct?'

» "What does this suggest about how we should respond when opponents face consequences?"

Revealing the Pattern

Do you notice what's happening here? Moses doesn't celebrate Miriam's punishment or see it as
vindication. The moment he sees her suffering, hisinstinct is intercession, immediate, urgent prayer for
her healing. He becomes her advocate, not her accuser. This challenges our natural assumption that
when people who hurt us face consequences, justice requires us to step back and let them suffer.

4. Application (3, 4 minutes)

Let's get real about your lives. Where do you see situations where someone who has opposed or hurt
you might face consequences? Think school drama, family conflicts, social media pile-ons, workplace
politics, or even broader social justice issues. When do you find yourself feeling satisfied that someone
is"finally getting what they deserve'?

Real Issues This Connects To

» When the classmate who constantly puts you down gets called out publicly by ateacher

» When afamily member who always criticizes you faces serious problems in their own life



When someone who bullied your friend online gets exposed and faces backlash

» When a person who spreads rumors about you gets caught in their own lies

When public figures who promote harmful ideas face consequences for their actions

* When someone who hurt you in arelationship struggles with their next relationship

Facilitation: Let students share examples without rushing to easy answers. Acknowledge that some situations
call for different responses. Help them think through discernment rather than providing blanket advice.

Discussion Prompts

* "When have you seen someone choose intercession over satisfaction when an opponent faced
trouble?’

* "What would help you follow the Moses pattern in a situation where someone who hurt you was
facing consequences?”

» "How do you discern when to advocate for mercy versus when to let justice take its course?"

» "What's the difference between wise mercy and enabling harmful behavior?"

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what | want you to take with you: When people who have hurt us face consequences, even
deserved ones, our first instinct can be intercession rather than satisfaction. This doesn't mean
consequences are wrong or that justice is bad. Mosess prayer didn't erase Miriam's discipline; it
partnered with God's larger purposes of both justice and mercy.

This week, pay attention to moments when you feel that little spark of satisfaction because someone
who wronged you is facing difficulties. Notice that feeling, it's human and normal. Then ask yourself:
"What would intercession look like here?' Sometimes it's prayer, sometimes it's a supportive word,
sometimes it's simply choosing not to celebrate their pain.

Y ou wrestled with genuinely difficult questions today. These tensions between justice and mercy don't
have easy answers, and that's okay. The goal isn't to have everything figured out, it's to have your heart
shaped by God's character, which somehow holds perfect justice and perfect mercy together. Keep



wrestling with these questions. That wrestling itself shapes you into the kind of people God can use.

Grades4, 6

Ages9, 11 30 Minutes ¢ Interactive Storytelling + Activity

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that praying for people who hurt us, even when they're facing consequences,
shows the kind of heart God wants usto have.

If KidsAsk "Why should | help someone who was mean to me?"

Say: "That's exactly how most people feel! It's normal to not want to help people who hurt us. But God's
way is different, it shows we're strong enough to choose kindness even when someone doesn't deserve
it."

1. Opening (5 minutes)

Raise your hand if you've ever had someone at school say something mean about you to other kids.
Now keep your hand up if that person later got in trouble for something, maybe they got called to the
principal's office, or a teacher caught them being unkind, or they got embarrassed in front of everyone.
Y ou can put your hands down.

Here's a harder question: Let's say the person who was mean to you got in really big trouble, like they
were suspended, or al their friends stopped talking to them, or something really embarrassing happened
to them in front of the whole class. Part of you might think "Good! Now they know how it feels!" But
another part might think "Actually, that seems kind of harsh. | wouldn't want that to happen to me."

Those confusing feelings make total sense! When someone hurts us, it's natural to want them to
understand what it feels like. But when we actually see them hurting, sometimes we realize we don't
want them to suffer as much as we thought we did. It's like your brain is saying "Justice!" but your heart
issaying "That's too much.”



This reminds me of Frozen, when Elsa accidentally hurts Annawith her ice powers. Later, when Elsais
locked up and everyone is afraid of her, Anna doesn't think "Good, she deserves it for hurting me."
Instead, Anna wants to help her sister and make things right. Even though Elsa caused the problem,
Annasfirst thought is to help, not to let her suffer.

The tricky part is figuring out when to help someone who hurt you and when to let them learn from
consequences. Sometimes people need to face the results of their choices. But sometimes we can choose
to help even when someone doesn't deserve it. That choice shows what our hearts are really like.

Today we're going to hear about Moses, the leader of God's people. His own brother and sister publicly
said he was doing a bad job and questioned whether God really chose him to be the leader. Then
something dramatic happened to his sister as a consequence, and Moses had to choose how to respond.
Let'sfind out what he did.

What to Expect: Kids may share stories about revenge or justice. Acknowledge these briefly, "That sounds
really frustrating”, but keep momentum toward the story.

2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)

Moses was leading the Israglites through the desert, helping them follow God toward the promised land.
Moses talked to God face-to-face, imagine that! God chose Moses to be the main leader and to give the
people God's messages.

But Moses had a brother named Aaron and a sister named Miriam, and they started to get jealous. They
began complaining about Moses behind his back. They said he had married the wrong person, and they
guestioned whether God really spoke only through Moses.

Then they said something really hurtful: "Has God only spoken through Moses? Doesn't God speak
through us too?' They were basically saying, "Moses thinks he's so special, but we're just as important
asheigd"

Imagine how that felt for Moses. These weren't strangers or enemies, this was his own family, people he
loved and trusted, publicly questioning whether he was really chosen by God to lead. It would be like
your own brother or sister telling everyone at school that you weren't really good at the thing you were
known for.



But here's what's amazing: the Bible says Moses was the most humble person on earth. He didn't fight
back or defend himself. He didn't get into an argument with Aaron and Miriam. He just... waited.

And God heard everything. God doesn't like it when people attack the leaders He has chosen, especially
when it's done out of jealousy and pride. So God called all three of them, Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, to
the tent where He met with Moses.

God came down in a pillar of cloud, which was how God often appeared to the people. And God was
not happy. God called Aaron and Miriam forward and said something like this:

Numbers 12:6-8 (NI1V)

"Listen to my words: When there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal myself to themin
visions, | speak to themin dreams. But thisis not true of my servant Moses; he isfaithful in all
my house. With him | speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the Lord.
Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"

God was basically saying, "Mosesis special. | speak to other prophets through dreams and visions, but |
talk to Moses directly, face-to-face. How dare you speak against him!" Aaron and Miriam must have
been terrified. They realized they had made a huge mistake.

The Bible says "the anger of the Lord burned against them." That's serious. When God left, something
shocking had happened to Miriam, she had leprosy, a terrible skin disease that made her skin white as
Snow.

Aaron turned and saw what had happened to his sister, and he was horrified. Leprosy was scary because
it meant you couldn't live with other people anymore, you had to go away from the community until you
were healed. Sometimes people with leprosy never got better.

Aaron immediately went to Moses and said, "Please, my lord, don't hold against us the sin we have
committed so foolishly. Don't let her be like a baby that dies before it's born!" Aaron knew they had
messed up big time, and now his sister was facing aterrible consequence.

Now here's the most important part of the whole story. What do you think Moses did when he saw that
his sister, who had just publicly attacked him and questioned his leadership, was now facing this serious
punishment?



Numbers 12:13 (NIV)

So Moses cried out to the Lord, "Please, God, heal her!™

Did you catch that? Moses didn't say "Well, she deserved it." He didn't say "Maybe now she'll learn her
lesson." He didn't even wait to think about it. The moment he saw his sister suffering, he immediately
prayed to God for her healing.

Moses cried out, that means he prayed urgently, desperately. "Please, God, hea her!" Even though
Miriam had hurt him, even though she had embarrassed him in front of al the people, his first instinct
was to help her, not to let her suffer.

And you know what? God listened to Moses's prayer. God said that Miriam would be healed, but she
would have to stay outside the camp for seven days first, like a consequence, but not a permanent
punishment. God answered Moses's prayer for mercy, but there were still some consequences to help
everyone learn.

The most amazing part? The whole community of Israel waited for Miriam. They didn't move forward
on their journey until she could come back. Because Moses prayed for her, and God heard his prayer,
Miriam was healed and restored to her family and community.

Sometimes in our lives, people hurt us with their words or actions. Sometimes those people face
consequences, they get in trouble, they feel embarrassed, or they struggle with problems. Moses shows
us that our first thought can be "How can | help?' instead of "Good, they got what they deserved.”

This doesn't mean consequences are bad, Miriam still had to spend seven days outside the camp. But it
means we can choose to care about people even when they don't deserve it. That's what mercy looks
like, wanting good things for people even when they've been unkind to us.

Moses could have let his hurt feelings control his response. Instead, he let God's love control his
response. And because of that choice, his sister was healed and their family was restored.

Pause here. Let the story sink in for 5 seconds before moving on.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)



Question 1: The Feelings

Imagine your brother or sister went to your parents and said you were being unfair and shouldn't be
trusted with your responsibilities around the house. Then imagine they got in big trouble and lost all
their privileges. How do you think you would feel watching them face those consequences?

Listen For: "Happy," "Sad," "Confused", affirm: "Those mixed feelings make perfect sense. Part of you wants
justice, but part of you still cares about them."

Question 2: The Choice

What do you think was harder for Moses, forgiving Miriam for what she said, or watching her suffer
from the leprosy? Why do you think seeing someone suffer changes how we feel about them?

If They Say: "I'd want her to learn alesson", respond "What kind of lesson do you think Moses wanted Miriam
to learn?’

Question 3: The Prayer

Moses prayed immediately for Miriam's healing, even though God had just punished her. Do you think
Moses was being too soft, or was he showing exactly the kind of heart God wants us to have?

Connect: "Thisis exactly what made Moses such agood |eader, he cared more about people's wellbeing than
about proving he wasright.”

Question 4: The Result

God answered Moses's prayer but still made Miriam stay outside the camp for seven days. What does
this teach us about how mercy and consequences can work together?

If They Say: "That's not fair", respond "What do you think would have happened if there had been no
consequences at all? Would that have helped anyone learn?"

Moses shows us that we can choose mercy even when someone doesn't deserve it. That choice reveals
what our hearts are really like, and it opens the door for God to work in amazing ways.



4. Activity: The Bridge Builder (8 minutes)

Zero Props Required , This activity uses only kids' bodies and empty space.

Purpose

This activity reinforces the Moses pattern by having kids physically experience what it feels like to
choose helping over winning. Success looks like kids discovering that choosing to help someone who
opposed them creates something beautiful that couldn't exist otherwise.

Instructionsto Class(3 minutes)

We're going to play "Bridge Builder." | need two teams. Team A, you'll line up on this side of the room.
Team B, you'll line up on the other side. Your goal is to get your whole team across an imaginary river
to the other side, but there's no bridge, and you can't swim across.

Here's the twist: halfway through, Team A will face a challenge that makes it impossible for them to
cross without help. Team B will have to choose whether to help the team that was competing against
them, or to crossfirst and win the game.

But here's the secret: there's a way for everyone to win, but only if both teams choose to work together
instead of just trying to beat each other. Thisis exactly like Moses choosing to help Miriam instead of
letting her face the consequences alone.

Thereal goal isn't to beat the other team, it's to discover that hel ping each other creates something better
than winning alone.

During the Activity(4 minutes)

Teams start trying to cross independently. After one minute, announce that Team A has encountered
"rocks faling" and half their team is "injured” and can't move on their own. Watch how Team B
responds, do they see this as their chance to win, or as an opportunity to help?

If Team B initially chooses to go ahead and win, gently coach: "I notice Team A needs help crossing
safely. | wonder if there are people who could assist them.” Don't give away the answer, but guide them
toward considering the helping option.



Coach both teams toward the realization that they can make a human bridge together, some kids holding
hands to form a "bridge" while others help the "injured” team members cross safely. Guide them to
discover that working together makes everyone successful.

Celebrate the breakthrough when they choose collaboration over competition. "Look what happened
when you decided to help instead of just win, everyone made it across, and you built something together
that no one could build aone!”

Once they've succeeded, have them notice the difference between the beginning (two teams competing)
and the end (one community working together to make sure everyone succeeds).

Watch For: The moment when Team B chooses to help Team A despite being in a position to win, thisisthe
physical representation of Moses's choice to intercede for Miriam.

Debrief(1 minute)

What did you notice about how it felt when Team B chose to help Team A instead of just winning?
How is that like Moses choosing to pray for Miriam instead of watching her suffer? The most amazing
thing is that when you chose to help, everyone won, just like when Moses prayed for Miriam, their
whole family was restored and the community could move forward together.

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what we learned today: When someone who has hurt us faces consequences or gets in trouble,
God wants our first thought to be "How can | help?' instead of "Good, they got what they deserved.”
Moses shows us that praying for people who hurt us, even when they're facing the results of their
choices, is exactly the kind of heart God loves.

This doesn't mean consequences are wrong or that people shouldn't learn from their mistakes. Miriam
still had to spend seven days outside the camp. But Moses chose mercy over revenge, help over hurt.
And because he did, his sister was healed and their family was restored.

The amazing result is that when we choose mercy for people who don't deserve it, God can do
incredible things. Relationships get healed, communities become stronger, and we become the kind of
people God can use to bring hope to the world.



ThisWeek's Challenge

This week, when you see someone who has been unkind to you facing a problem or getting in trouble,
pause and ask yourself: "What would it look like to pray for them instead of feeling satisfied?" You
don't have to fix their problems, but you can ask God to help them and to help your heart choose
kindness over revenge.

Closing Prayer (Optional)

Dear God, thank you for Moses's example of choosing mercy over revenge. Help us to have
hearts like his, hearts that want to help people even when they don't deserve it. When people are
unkind to us, help us remember that You want us to pray for them and care about them. Give us
the courage to choose kindness even when it's hard. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Grades1, 3

Ages6,8 ¢ 15,20 Minutes « Animated Storytelling + Songs

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that God wants us to be kind to everyone, even people who are mean to usfirst.

Movement & Formation Plan

* Opening Song: Standing in acircle

Bible Story: Sitting in a horseshoe shape facing the teacher

Small Group Q& A: Standing in pairs facing each other

Closing Song: Standing in straight lines

» Prayer: Sitting cross-legged in rows

If KidsDon't Under stand



Compare Moses praying for Miriam to helping someone who dropped their lunch after being mean to
you, we can choose to be kind even when someone wasn't kind first.

1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in acircle

Select a song about kindness or helping others. Suggestions: "God Says Be Kind,” "Love Your
Neighbor,” or "Jesus Loves Everyone." Use movements. arms out wide during "everyone," hands over
heart during "love," pointing up during "God."

Great singing! Now let's sit in our story circle because | have an amazing story about someone who
chose to be very kind when someone was mean to him first. Sit in a horseshoe shape so everyone can
see me.

2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)

Formation: Kids sitting in a horseshoe shape on the floor facing you. Move around inside the
horseshoe as you tell the story.

Animated Delivery: Use big gestures, change your voice for different characters, move around the space. Keep
energy high! Sound jealous when you're Aaron and Miriam, sound strong when you're God, sound caring when
you're Moses.

Today we're going to meet Moses, avery important leader who talked to God every day!
[Walk to one side of the horseshoe]

Moses had a brother named Aaron and a sister named Miriam. They all grew up together and were
supposed to love each other. But one day, Aaron and Miriam started saying mean things about M oses.

[ Use a whiny, complaining voice]

They said, "Moses thinks he's so special! Moses thinks God only talks to him! But God talks to us too!"
They were being very unkind and saying things that weren't true.

[Walk to other side of horseshoe, |ook sad]



Moses felt very sad because his own brother and sister were being mean to him. But Moses didn't say
mean things back. He didn't fight with them. He just stayed quiet.

[Move to center, speak with strong, serious voice]

But God heard everything! God didn't like it when Aaron and Miriam were mean to Moses. So God
called all three of them to come and talk to Him.

[Move to side, speak like God with authority but not scary]

God said to Aaron and Miriam, "Why were you mean to Moses? Moses is my special helper. | talk to
him every day. Y ou should not have said those things!"

Numbers 12:13 (NIV)

So Moses cried out to the Lord, "Please, God, heal her!"

[ Pause and look around at each child]

Do you think Moses was upset that his sister and brother were mean to him? Yes! It's okay to feel sad
when people are unkind to us.

[Move to center, speak with concern]

But then something very sad happened. Miriam got very sick as a consequence for being mean. Her skin
turned white and she looked terribl el

[Walk slowly around the horseshoe]

Aaron saw his sister and felt so sorry! He said to Moses, "Please don't be angry with us! We were
wrong! Please help our sister!”

[ Sop walking and face the children directly]

Now, what do you think Moses did when he saw his sister who had been mean to him was now very
sick and sad?

[ Soeak with excitement and urgency]



Moses prayed to God right away! He said, "Please, God, heal her!" Even though Miriam had been mean
to him, Moses wanted to help her feel better!

[ Pause dramatically]

And you know what? God heard Moses's prayer and made Miriam better! Moses chose to be kind to
someone who was mean to him first!

[ Soeak directly to the children]

Sometimes kids at school or in our family are mean to us. Sometimes they get in trouble or feel sad
later. M oses shows us that we can choose to help people even when they weren't nice to usfirst.

[Move closer to the children]

When someone is mean to you and then they need help, you can be kind like Moses. Y ou can pray for
them or help them feel better.

[ Speak warmly and encouragingly]

God loves it when we choose to be kind to everyone, even people who weren't kind to us first. That's
what makes God happy!

3. Discussion (5 minutes)
Formation: Have kids stand up and find a partner. Pairs scatter around the room with space to talk.

Find a partner and stand facing each other. I'll give each pair one question to talk about. There are no
wrong answers, just tell your partner what you think!

Teacher Circulation: Walk around to each pair. Listen to their discussions. If apair is stuck, ask "What do you
think?" or rephrase the question more simply. Give them time to think, some kids need extra processing time.

Discussion Questions
Select one question per pair based on class size. Save unused questions for next time.

1. How do you think Moses felt when his brother and sister were mean to him?



2. What would you do if your brother or sister said mean things about you?

3. Why do you think M oses wanted to help Miriam even though she was mean?
4. How would you feel if someone who was mean to you needed help?

5. What changed when Moses prayed for Miriam?

6. Why does God like it when we're kind to everyone?

7. What happened because M oses chose to be kind?

8. When has someone been kind to you when you weren't very nice?

9. When has someone at school been mean but then needed help?

10. Do you know someone who's good at being kind like M oses?

11. Why isit hard to be nice to people who are mean to us?

12. How can we remember to be kind like M oses?

13. What does it mean that God helped Miriam get better?

14. How do you think Miriam felt when Moses helped her?

15. What would happen if everyone was mean back to people who were mean?
16. What should we do when someone hurts our feelings?

17. How can we pray for people we don't like very much?

18. What makes someone brave like M oses?

19. What would happen if Moses had been mean back to Miriam?

20. How can we be helpers like M oses was?

Great discussions! Let's come back together in our song lines. Who wants to share what they talked
about with their partner?



4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in straight lines facing forward

Select a song about prayer or helping others. Suggestions: "I Can Pray," "Helper Song," or "Be Kind to
One Another." Include movements: hands folded during prayer words, arms reaching out during helping
words, pointing up during God words.

Beautiful singing about being helpers! Now let's sit for our prayer time. Cross your legs, fold your
hands, and bow your heads.

5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)

Formation: Sitting cross-legged in rows, heads bowed, hands folded

Dear God, thank you for the story of Moses being kind to his sister.

[Pause]

Help us to be kind like Moses when people are mean to us. Help us choose to help people instead
of being mean back to them.

[Pause]

Help us remember that You love it when we're kind to everyone, even people who aren't nice to us
first.

[Pause]

Thank you for loving us and helping us learn to be kind helpers like Moses. In Jesus's name,
Amen.



Alternative, Popcorn Prayer: If your classis comfortable with it, invite kids to offer short one-sentence prayers
about being kind. Examples. "God, help me be nice" or "Thank you for Moses being kind."

Remember, this week when someone is unkind to you, you can choose to be like Moses, pray for them
and look for ways to help instead of being mean back. Have a wonderful week, and remember God
loves your kind hearts!



Visible Gentleness

Public Virtue, Isyour gentleness fake when everyone's watching?

Philippians 4:1-9

Instructor Preparation

Read this section before teaching any age group. It provides the theological foundation and shows how
the lesson adapts across developmental stages.

The Passage

Philippians 4:1-9 (NIV)

1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in thisway, dear friends! 2 | plead with Euodia and | plead with Syntyche to be of the
same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and | ask you, my true companion, help these women since they
have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my
co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Regjoicein the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your mindsin Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever isright, whatever is
pure, whatever islovely, whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think
about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me, put
it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.




Context

Paul writes from Roman imprisonment to a beloved church in Philippi, addressing real tensions within
the community. Two influential women, Euodia and Syntyche, were in conflict despite their shared
history of gospel ministry. Paul's letter responds to this disunity while encouraging the church to stand
firm amid external pressure and internal division.

Verse 5 emerges within Paul's instructions for community harmony. After addressing the specific
conflict, he broadens to general principles: rejoice, practice gentleness visibly, pray instead of worrying,
and focus on excellence. The command for evident gentleness directly connects to healing division
while maintaining witness to the watching world.

TheBigldea

Gentleness should be so natural and consistent that outsiders notice it, not performed for show,
but flowing from authentic character shaped by God's near ness.

This isn't about manufactured niceness or conflict avoidance. Paul calls for observable gentleness that
emerges from knowing God is present and will return. The tension lies in making gentleness public
without making it performative, visible virtue that springs from genuine transformation rather than
social pressure.

Theological Core

* Public Gentleness. Authentic gentleness naturally becomes visible to all observers, not just
fellow believers, demonstrating the gospel's transformative power in ordinary interactions.

» DivinePresence. "The Lord is near" provides both motivation for gentleness and assurance that
God observes and empowers gentle responses even when they feel costly.

» Visble Virtue. Character transformation should be evident enough that others notice, not
through self-promotion but through consistent, observable behavior patterns.

» Universal Witness. Gentleness "to all" extends beyond church relationships to include difficult
people, strangers, and even opponents who watch how Christians handle conflict and stress.



Age Group Overview

What Each Age Group Learns

Grades7, 8/ Adult

» Gentleness becomes authentic when it flows from awareness of God's presence rather than desire
for others approval

» The tension between visible virtue and performed virtue requires discernment about motives and
consistency

 Public gentleness serves as witness to God's transformative power, especialy in difficult
relationships

» Knowing "the Lord is near" provides both motivation and strength for costly gentleness when
natural reactions would be harsh

Grades4, 6
* Real gentleness works the same way with everyone, friends, family, classmates, and strangers
» Choosing gentleness when we're frustrated or hurt shows others what God islike
» God sees everything we do and helps us be gentle even when it feels hard

* It'sokay to feel angry or upset, but we can still choose to act gently because God iswith us

Grades1, 3
» God wants everyone to see that we are kind
* God isaways with us and helps us be gentle

» We can be kind to everyone, not just our friends



Common Pitfallsto Avoid

» Forced Niceness. Don't present gentleness as emotional suppression or conflict avoidance. Paul
addresses real conflict in this passage while calling for gentle responses that acknowledge problems
truthfully.

» Performance Anxiety. Avoid turning "evident to all" into anxious self-monitoring about public
perception. The focus should be on character transformation rather than impression management.

» Selective Gentleness. Don't suggest gentleness applies only to easy relationships or church
settings. Paul's "to all" specifically challenges us to extend gentleness beyond our comfort zones.

* Immediate Perfection. Gentleness grows through practice and spiritual formation. Present it as
adirection of growth rather than an instant achievement, especially when emotions run high.

Handling Hard Questions

" Doesn't thisjust make us door mats?"

Gentleness isn't weakness or passive acceptance of wrongdoing. Jesus showed gentleness while
confronting religious leaders and clearing the temple. Gentle people address problems directly but
without attacking the person. They're strong enough to respond thoughtfully rather than reactively,
choosing actions that build up rather than tear down.

"What if being gentle just makes things wor se?"

Gentleness doesn't guarantee that others will respond positively, some people take advantage of
kindness. However, Paul connects gentleness to "the Lord is near,” meaning God observes our choices
and will ultimately judge fairly. Our job is faithfulness to God's character, not controlling others
responses.

"How do | know if my gentlenessisreal or fake?"

Examine your motivation and consistency. Real gentleness flows from love for God and others, shows
up even when no one's watching, and remains steady under pressure. Fake gentleness serves persond



image, disappears in private, and collapses when tested. The goal is growing into authentic gentleness
rather than performing impressive gentleness.

The One Thing to Remember

True gentleness becomes so natural that others notice it without us trying to impress them,
because God's presence makes us genuinely gentle, not just politely performed.

Grades 7, 8/ Adult

Ages 12, 14+ « 30 Minutes ¢ Student-Centered Discussion

Your Main Job Today

Guide students to wrestle with the tension between authentic virtue and performed virtue. Help them
discover that visible gentleness flows from character transformation rather than social pressure,
motivated by God's nearness rather than human approval.

The Tension to Frame

When does visible gentleness become fake gentleness? How do we practice genuine virtue that others
naturally notice without turning character into performance?
Discussion Facilitation Tips

 Validate their experience of social media pressure and image management while exploring
deeper motivations

» Honor their awareness that some "Christian nice" feels fake while helping them see authentic
alternatives

* Let them struggle with the paradox of conscious virtue rather than rushing to simple answers

1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)



Think about the last time you posted something on social media. Before you hit "post,” you probably
thought about how people would react, right? Maybe you chose your words carefully, picked the right
filter, or deleted and rewrote your caption. That's normal, we al think about how others will see us.

But here's where it gets complicated: when does being thoughtful about your public image cross the line
into being fake? When does caring about what others think become performing for others approval?
And when you're trying to be a good person, how do you know if you're genuinely growing or just
managing your reputation?

Today we're looking at a verse that tackles this exact tension. Paul tells Christians that their gentleness
should be "evident to all", visible, noticeable, public. But he's not calling for performance; he's calling
for something deeper. The question is: what's the difference?

As we read this passage, pay attention to why Paul connects gentleness to "the Lord is near." There's
something about God's presence that changes how visible virtue works. Also notice the context, Paul is
addressing real conflict and tension in the church, not just giving general advice about being nice.

Turn to Philippians 4, and let's read verses 1-9 silently first. We're looking for clues about what makes
gentleness authentic rather than performed.

2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)

Managing Silent Reading: Walk quietly around the room. This passage is dense with instructions, so some
students may need help with vocabulary like "contended” or "petition." Watch for early finishers and have them
reread, looking for connections between the commands.

AsYou Read, Think About:

What specific conflict is Paul addressing, and who's involved?

What does Paul mean by "evident to all", who is "all" referring to?

Why does Paul immediately mention "the Lord is near” after talking about gentleness?

How would you feel if someone told you your character should be visible to everyone?

Philippians 4:1-9 (NIV)



1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
inthe Lord in thisway, dear friends! 2 | plead with Euodia and | plead with Syntyche to be of the
same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and | ask you, my true companion, help these women since they
have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my
co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoicein the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your mindsin Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever istrue, whatever is noble, whatever isright, whatever is
pure, whatever islovely, whatever isadmirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think
about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me, put
it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)

Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)

Selecting Readers: Choose confident readers who can handle the emotion in Paul's pleading. The passage moves
from conflict to instruction to promise, so help readers convey that progression.

Reader 1. Verses 1-3 (Paul's plea for unity amid conflict) Reader 2: Verses 4-7 (Instructions for
community life) Reader 3: Verses 8-9 (Focus on excellence and practice)

Listen for the emotional weight here, Paul is addressing real tensions between real people while giving
practical instructions for character development. Thisisn't theoretical; it's urgent.

Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)



Setup: Form groups of 3-4. Give exactly 3 minutes for them to develop 1-2 genuine questions about what they
just read. Circulate to listen for questions that get at the authenticity versus performance tension.

Get into groups of 3-4. Your job is to come up with 1-2 questions about this passage that you're
genuinely curious about. Good questions might start with "Why does Paul..." or "What's the difference
between..." or "How do you..." Don't just ask for definitions, ask about things that puzzle you or seem
complex. You have 3 minutes.

Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)

Remember: Let students drive the discussion with their questions. Y our job isto facilitate discovery, ask
follow-up questions, and help them see patterns. Resist the urge to lecture.

Collecting Questions. Write student questions on the board. Look for themes around authenticity,
motivation, public versus private behavior, and the connection between God's presence and human
character.

Probing Questions (to go deeper)

* "What evidence suggests these women Euodia and Syntyche were important church leaders, and
how does that change how we read Paul's instructions?’

» "Paul says gentleness should be 'evident to all', what would gentleness look like that outsiders
would actually notice?"

» "How does 'the Lord is near' connect to the command about visible gentleness, what's Paul's
reasoning there?"

» "What's the difference between gentleness that flows from character and gentleness that's
performed for image management?"

* "Paul tellsthem to practice what they've 'seen in me', what does that suggest about how virtue
becomes visible?'

* "When have you seen someone whose gentleness seemed genuine versus someone whose
niceness felt fake, what was the difference?’

» "What would happen to a community if everyone actualy lived thisway, if gentleness was
everyone's default mode?”



» "How do you develop character that's naturally visible rather than consciously performed?’

Revealing the Pattern

Do you notice what's happening here? Paul connects visible gentleness to God's nearness, not to human
approval or image management. When we're aware that God is present and observing, gentleness
becomes natural rather than performed. It's not about what others think of us; it's about becoming the
kind of person who naturally responds gently because that's who God is making us.

4. Application (3, 4 minutes)

Let's get real about your lives. Where do you find yourself managing your image versus actualy
becoming the person you want to be? Think about school hallways, social media, family dinners, group
projects, conflicts with friends. In which settings do you find it hardest to maintain authentic
gentleness?

Real Issues This Connects To

» When someone spreads rumors about you at school and you want to respond with equal hostility

» Family dinner conversations where relatives say things that make you angry but everyone
expects you to "be nice"

» Group project situations where someone isn't doing their share and you're tempted to call them
out harshly

» Social mediainteractions where someone comments something ignorant and you want to destroy
them publicly

* Political or social justice conversations where the issues matter deeply but the other person
seems clueless

» Dating relationships where you're frustrated but don't want to seem "mean” or "difficult”

Facilitation: Let students share examples without rushing to fix them. Some situations call for different
responses. Help them think through what authentic gentleness looks like rather than giving blanket "be nice"
advice.



Discussion Prompts

» "When have you seen someone handle conflict with authentic gentleness that actually helped the
situation?’

» "What would help you remember 'the Lord is near' in moments when gentleness feels costly or
fake?'

» "How do you discern when a situation calls for gentle directness versus gentle stepping back?"

» "What's the difference between gentleness that serves others and 'niceness that just avoids
discomfort?’

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what | want you to take with you: visible gentleness isn't about performing for others; it's about
becoming so consistently gentle that people naturally notice. It flows from knowing God is present, not
from wanting to impress people. This isn't easy, Paul wrote this to people in real conflict who had to
choose gentleness when it felt costly.

This week, pay attention to the difference between your public and private responses to frustration.
Notice when gentleness feels natural versus when it feels performed. Experiment with the awareness
that "the Lord is near”, how does remembering God's presence change your default reactions to difficult
people or situations?

Y ou've wrestled with really good questions today about authenticity and character. Keep wrestling with
them. The goal isn't perfection; it's growing into people whose gentleness flows from who we're
becoming, not from who we're trying to appear to be. That kind of transformation takes time, but it's
worth pursuing.

Grades4, 6

Ages9, 11 « 30 Minutes ¢ Interactive Storytelling + Activity

Your Main Job Today



Help kids understand that real gentleness works the same with everyone, not just friends at church but
also annoying siblings, strict teachers, and difficult classmates.

If Kids Ask "What if someone takes advantage of my kindness?"

Say: "Being gentle doesn't mean letting people hurt you. It means choosing to be kind even when you're
upset, and asking for help from adults when someone isn't treating you right.”

1. Opening (5 minutes)

Raise your hand if you've ever acted differently at church than you do at school. Keep it up if you've
ever been extra nice to adults when your parents are watching. Now raise your hand if you've ever
gotten frustrated with a brother or sister and been not-so-gentle with your words.

Here's a harder question: imagine you're having areally bad day at school. Someone cut in front of you
in the lunch line, you got a bad grade on a test you studied hard for, and your friend ignored you at
recess. Then you get home and your little sibling wants to play with you, but they're being really
annoying. Part of you wants to be kind because that's what good people do, but another part of you just
wants to tell them to leave you alone.

That's a really normal feeling. When we're frustrated or tired, it's hard to be gentle. And sometimes it
feels like being gentle isjust pretending to be nice when we don't really feel nice inside. It can feel fake,
especially when we think we should act one way around church people and another way around
everyone else.

This reminds me of what happens in movies like Inside Out, where Riley has to figure out how to
handle complicated feelings, or in Frozen, where Anna has to decide whether to trust Hans even when
she's confused and scared. Characters have to figure out how to be their real selves even when it's hard.

Thetricky part isfiguring out how to be genuinely gentle, not fake-nice, but truly kind, even when we're
upset or when people aren't being kind to us. How do we let kindness be part of who we realy are
instead of just something we perform?

Today we're going to hear about a letter that Paul wrote to some friends who were having trouble
getting along. Paul gave them advice about gentleness, but it wasn't just "be nice." It was something
deeper. Let'sfind out what he told them.



What to Expect: Kids may share about sibling conflicts or school frustrations. Acknowledge briefly that those
feelings make sense, then guide toward the story.

2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)

Paul was sitting in a Roman prison, but his heart was with his friends in a city called Philippi. He loved
these people so much, they had helped him and supported his ministry, and he thought of them as his
joy and his crown.

But Paul had just received some troubling news. Two women in the church, Euodia and Syntyche, were
having a big argument. These weren't just regular church members, they were leaders who had worked
alongside Paul spreading the good news about Jesus.

Imagine how this must have felt to Paul. These were strong, capable women who had been partners in
ministry, but now they couldn't get along. The argument was big enough that everyone in the church
knew about it, and it was affecting the whole community.

Think about what that would be like if two of your favorite teachers at school started fighting with each
other during class, and it got so bad that all the students felt uncomfortable. Or imagine if your parents
friends came over for dinner and spent the whole time arguing. That awkward, tense feeling, that's what
was happening in Paul's beloved church.

So Paul decided to write them a letter. He couldn't be there in person, but he could send words of love
and guidance. He started by reminding them how much he loved them, calling them "my joy and
crown" and "dear friends."

Then Paul addressed the conflict directly. He didn't ignore it or pretend everything was fine. He said, "
plead with Euodia and | plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord." He was gentle but
honest, this conflict needed to stop.

Paul even asked other church members to help these women work things out. He reminded everyone
that both women had worked hard for the gospel and that their names were written in God's book of life.
He wasn't taking sides; he was calling everyone back to what mattered most.

But then Paul did something interesting. Instead of just giving them conflict resolution tips, he gave
them instructions for how to live that would prevent future conflicts and help them be the kind of



community God wanted them to be.

Philippians 4:4-5 (NIV)

4 Regjoicein the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near.

Wait, did you catch that? Paul said their gentleness should be "evident to all." Not just evident to church
friends. Not just evident when church leaders are watching. Not just evident on Sundays. To ALL.
Everyone should be able to see their gentleness.

That includes the people who were annoying them. That includes the people who disagreed with them.
That includes the people outside the church who were watching to see if these Christians were any
different from everyone else.

But here's the most important part: Paul immediately added, "The Lord is near." This wasn't just a nice
reminder. Paul was telling them the secret to authentic gentleness. When you remember that God is
right there with you, gentleness becomes easier.

Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Paul kept going. He told them that when they're worried or upset about something, they should pray
about it instead of letting anxiety take over. And when they do that, God's peace would guard their
hearts and minds. Protected hearts find it easier to be gentle.

This wasn't just good advice for Euodia and Syntyche. This was for the whole church, and for anyone
who wants to live differently in a world where people often respond to conflict with anger, gossip, or
revenge.

Paul understood something really important: gentleness isn't just being nice on the surface. It's a way of
being that comes from knowing God is with you, knowing God's peace is protecting your heart, and
knowing God's strength is helping you respond differently than the world expects.



When we know God is near, we don't have to protect ourselves by being harsh. When we know God
sees everything, we don't have to prove our point by being mean. When we know God's peace is
guarding our hearts, we can choose gentleness even when we're hurt or frustrated.

The amazing result is that this kind of gentleness becomes visible to everyone. Not because we're trying
to look good, but because we're becoming genuinely gentle people. And when others see it, they start to
wonder what makes us different.

Sometimes in our lives, we face the same choice Euodia and Syntyche faced. We can let conflict and
frustration make us harsh and mean, or we can remember that God is near and choose the path of
gentleness. Sometimes this means talking through problems kindly instead of yelling. Sometimes it
means walking away to cool down instead of saying something hurtful.

What we learn from Paul's letter is that gentleness isn't weakness, and it isn't fake niceness. Red
gentleness is a superpower that comes from knowing God is with us. It's choosing to respond with
kindness even when we're upset, because we trust that God sees everything and will take care of us.

The core truth is this: when our gentleness flows from God's presence instead of people's expectations,
it becomes natural and authentic. People notice it because it's real, not because we're putting on a show.

Pause here. Let the story sink in for 5 seconds before moving on.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Question 1: TheHard Choice

Imagine you're Euodia or Syntyche, and you've been working really hard for something you believe in,
but your partner keeps disagreeing with you about important decisions. Every time you try to talk, it
turns into an argument, and now everyone knows you're fighting. How would you feel when Paul's
letter arrives telling you to "let your gentleness be evident to all"?

Listen For: "Frustrated,” "embarrassed,” "angry", affirm: "Those feelings make total sense. It's hard to be gentle
when you feel misunderstood.”

Question 2: The Everyone Challenge



Paul said gentleness should be evident to "all"”, not just church friends, but everyone. Think about your
life: is it easier to be gentle with some people than others? Who are the hardest people for you to be
gentle with, and why do you think that is?

If They Say: "My annoying brother" or "mean kids at school", respond: "What makes it so much harder to be
gentle with them than with your best friends?"

Question 3: The Secret Power

Paul's secret to gentleness was remembering "the Lord is near." How do you think remembering that
God is with you could help someone choose gentleness when they're really frustrated or hurt? What
difference would that actually make in the moment?

Connect: "Thisis exactly why Paul connected gentleness to God's presence, it gives us strength we don't have on
our own."

Question 4: The Ripple Effect

Paul said gentleness should be "evident” to al, meaning other people would actually notice it. What do
you think would happen in your classroom, your family, or your friend group if one person consistently
chose gentleness even when others were being difficult or mean?

If They Say: "People might think they're weak", respond: "Do you think Euodia and Syntyche were weak
women? What's the difference between gentleness and weakness?”'

Y ou've noticed something really important: gentleness is a choice we make in difficult moments, and
it's easier when we remember God is with us helping us. Now let's practice what that looks like.

4. Activity: The Gentleness Circle (8 minutes)

Zero PropsRequired , This activity uses only kids' bodies and empty space.

Purpose



This activity reinforces that authentic gentleness comes from God's strength, not our own willpower, by
having kids physically experience how mutual support makes difficult choices easier. Success |ooks like
kids discovering that gentleness becomes natural when they remember they're not facing challenges
alone.

Instructionsto Class(3 minutes)

We're going to do something called the Gentleness Circle. Everyone stand up and form a large circle,
about arm's length apart. | want each of you to think of a situation where it's really hard for you to be
gentle, maybe with a sibling, or a classmate, or when you're really frustrated.

Here's the challenge: when | call out different difficult situations, you're going to try to stay standing
while balancing on one foot. That one foot represents trying to be gentle using only your own strength
when you're upset or frustrated. It's pretty wobbly and hard to maintain!

But here's the twist: whenever you feel yourself losing balance, you can reach out and hold hands with
the people next to you for support. Those people represent remembering that God is near and that you
have help. We're doing this because it's exactly like what Paul was teaching, gentleness is easier when
we remember we're not doing it alone.

When you're holding hands with others for support, that's like remembering "the Lord is near." When
you're trying to balance by yourself, that's like trying to be gentle using only your own willpower.

During the Activity(4 minutes)

Start balancing on one foot! I'm going to call out situations: "Your little brother breaks your favorite
toy"... "Someone cuts in front of you in line"... "A classmate says something mean about your friend."
Notice how hard it isto stay balanced when you're trying to handle these situations alone.

Now here's the struggle part, you're al trying to be gentle by yourselves, but it's really hard to maintain.
Some of you are wobbling, some are putting your foot down. That's exactly what happens when we try
to be gentle using only our own strength.

| see some of you starting to reach for each other's hands, that's perfect! That's like remembering God is
near and asking for help. Notice how much easier it becomes to stay balanced when you're connected to
others for support.



Look at thisl Now that you're holding hands and supporting each other, you can handle these difficult
situations with much more stability. Y ou're still standing on one foot, the situations are still challenging,
but you have help.

Now notice the difference: at the beginning, everyone was struggling alone and many people were
losing balance. Now that you're connected and supporting each other, the whole circle is stable and
strong, even when facing the same difficult situations.

Watch For: The moment when they reach for each other's hands, this is the physical representation of
remembering "the Lord is near" and finding strength beyond our own.

Debrief(1 minute)

What did you notice about how it felt when you were trying to balance alone versus when you were
holding hands for support? The difference you just felt is exactly what Paul was talking about. When we
remember "the Lord is near,” gentleness stops being something we have to struggle through by
ourselves and becomes something we can do with God's strength supporting us.

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what we learned today: real gentleness isn't just being nice on the outside when you're angry on
the inside. Real gentleness comes from remembering that God is near, helping you, and giving you
strength to respond differently than the world expects. Paul wanted everyone, not just church friends, to
see this gentleness in his friends.

This doesn't mean you have to be a doormat or let people treat you badly. Gentle people can still stand
up for themselves and ask for help when they need it. But they choose kindness as their first response
instead of anger or meanness, because they know God is with them.

The amazing result is that when your gentleness comes from God's strength instead of your own
willpower, it becomes natural and authentic. People notice it because it's real, not because you're trying
to impress them.

ThisWeek's Challenge



This week, when you feel yourself getting frustrated with someone, whether it's a sibling, classmate, or
anyone else, try whispering "God is near” before you respond. See if remembering God's presence helps
you choose a gentler response than you would have chosen on your own.

Closing Prayer (Optional)

Dear God, thank you for being near to us when we feel frustrated or hurt. Help us remember your
presence when it's hard to be gentle. Give us your strength to choose kindness even when others
aren't kind to us. Help our gentleness to be real and natural, so others can see what you're like
through us. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Grades1, 3

Ages6,8 ¢ 15, 20 Minutes « Animated Storytelling + Songs

Your Main Job Today

Help kids learn that God wants everyone to see our kindness because God is aways with us helping us
be gentle.

Movement & Formation Plan
* Opening Song: Standing in acircle

* Bible Story: Sitting in a horseshoe shape facing the teacher

Small Group Q& A: Standing in pairs facing each other
» Closing Song: Standing in straight lines

» Prayer: Sitting cross-legged in rows

If KidsDon't Under stand

Compare being gentle to being like a soft pillow instead of a hard rock, then ask "Which one would you
rather bump into?"



1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing inacircle

Select a song about kindness or God's presence. Suggestions. "God is So Good," "Be Kind to One
Another," or "Jesus Loves Me." Use movements. gentle hand gestures during verses about kindness,
pointing up during words about God, hugging motion during words about love.

Beautiful singing! | could hear your gentle voices. Now let's sit in our special story shape so we can
hear about someone who learned about being kind. Make a horseshoe on the floor, that's like a circle
with an opening so | can walk around while | tell you the story.

2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)

Formation: Kids sitting in a horseshoe shape on the floor facing you. Move around inside the
horseshoe as you tell the story.

Animated Delivery: Use big gestures, change your voice for different characters, move around the space. Keep
energy high! Sound concerned when talking about the argument, sound warm when talking about God's
presence.

Today we're going to meet a man named Paul who loved his friends very much.
[ Walk to one side of the horseshoe]

Paul was in jail, but not because he did something bad. He was in jail because he told everyone about
Jesus. Evenin jail, Paul was thinking about his friends in afaraway city.

[ Use sad face and concerned voice]

Paul got some news that made him feel worried. Two of his friends were having a big fight! Their
names were Euodia and Syntyche. These weren't little kids, they were grown-ups who worked at their
church together.

[Walk to other side of horseshoe, change tone to hopeful ]

But Paul was smart and loving. He decided to write them aletter to help them remember how to be kind
to each other and to everyone el se too.



[Move to center, speak with authority and war mth]

Here's what Paul wrote in his letter: "Let everyone see how gentle and kind you are. Remember, God is
near!"

[Move to side, sound excited]

Paul wanted them to be kind not just to church friends, but to EVERY ONE! Their neighbors, people at
the store, even people who were mean to them.

Philippians 4:5 (NIV)

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.

[ Pause and look around at each child]

Do you know what "gentle" means? It means being soft and kind instead of harsh and mean. Like
petting a puppy gently instead of being rough. Y es!

[Move to center, speak with excitement]

But here's the best part of Paul's letter! He told them the secret to being gentle: "God is near!" That
means God isright here with us al the time.

[Walk slowly around the hor seshoe]

When we remember that God is with us, being kind becomes easier. When someone is mean to us, we
can remember "God is here helping me." When we feel angry, we can remember "God is here giving me
strength.”

[ Sop walking and face the children directly]

Paul's friends listened to his letter. They decided to stop fighting and start being gentle with everyone,
their church friends, their families, people at the market, even people who weren't very nice.

[ Soeak with excitement]



And you know what happened? People started noticing! They said, "Wow, these people who follow
Jesus are redlly kind. They're different from everyone else.”

[ Pause dramatically]

God wants everyone to see that we are kind and gentle people. Not just at church, not just with our
friends, but with everyone we meet.

[ Soeak directly to the children]

Sometimes in our lives, we feel angry with our brother or sister. Sometimes kids at school are mean to
us. Sometimes we feel grumpy and don't want to be nice. That's when we can remember what Paul
taught: "God is near!"

[Move closer to the children]

When you feel upset, you can whisper "God is here with me." When someone is mean, you can think
"God is helping me be kind." When you don't feel like being gentle, you can remember "God gives me
strength to be kind anyway."

[ Speak warmly and encouragingly]

God is aways, aways with you. God helps you be gentle and kind even when it's hard. And when
people see your kindness, they learn what God is like!

3. Discussion (5 minutes)
Formation: Have kids stand up and find a partner. Pairs scatter around the room with space to talk.

Stand up and find a partner! 1'm going to give each pair one question to talk about. Y ou'll have about
one minute to share with each other. There are no wrong answers, just tell your partner what you think!

Teacher Circulation: Walk around to each pair. Listen to their discussions. If apair is stuck, ask "What do you
think?" or rephrase the question more simply. Give them time to think, some kids need extra processing time.

Discussion Questions

Select one question per pair based on class size. Save unused questions for next time.



1. How do you think Paul's friends felt when they were fighting?
2. What does it mean to be gentle with everyone?

3. Who is easy for you to be kind to?

4. Who is hard for you to be kind to?

5. What would you do if someone was mean to you?

6. How does knowing God is near help us be gentle?

7. What changed when Paul's friends listened to his letter?

8. What does being gentle look like at school ?

9. How can you be gentle with your family?

10. When have you seen someone be really kind?

11. Why do you think God wants everyone to see our kindness?
12. How can you remember that God is near?

13. What makes someone gentle instead of rough?

14. How do you feel when someone is gentle with you?

15. When isit hard to be gentle?

16. What did you learn from Paul's story?

17. How can God help you be kind?

18. What would happen if everyone was gentle?

19. What if you don't feel like being kind?

20. How can you be like Paul's friends?



Great discussions! Let's come back together in our lines. Who wants to share what they talked about
with their partner?

4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in straight lines facing forward

Choose songs about God's presence or kindness with movements. Suggestions. "God is Here, God is
Near," "Love One Another,” or "I've Got the Joy." Include gentle swaying motions for verses about
gentleness, reaching up motions for verses about God.

Perfect! | love how gently you sang that song. Now let's sit down in rows for our prayer time. Crisscross
applesauce, hands folded, eyes closed.

5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)

Formation: Sitting cross-legged in rows, heads bowed, hands folded

Dear God, thank you for always being near to us...

[Pause]

Help us remember that you are with us when it's hard to be gentle. Give us your strength to be
kind to everyone we meet, even when they're not kind to us...

[ Pause]

Help us be like Paul's friends who learned to show everyone how gentle and kind they could be...

[Pause]

Thank you for loving us and helping us be gentle people. Help everyone see your kindness
through us. In Jesus's name, Amen.



Alternative, Popcorn Prayer: If your classis comfortable with it, invite kids to offer short one-sentence prayers
about being kind. Examples. "God help me be gentle with my sister” or “Thank you God for being near."

Remember, God is always near to help you be gentle and kind! Have a wonderful week showing
everyone what God's love looks like. I'm proud of how you listened and |earned today!



God's Endless Compassion

Shepherd-Like Care, How Far Should Our Compassion Reach?

Sirach 18:10-14

Instructor Preparation

Read this section before teaching any age group. It provides the theological foundation and shows how
the lesson adapts across developmental stages.

The Passage

Sirach 18:10-14 (NIV)

10 Who can measure his majestic power? And who can fully recount his mercies? 11 It is not
possible to diminish or increase them, nor isit possible to fathom the wonders of the Lord. 12
When human beings have finished, they are just beginning, and when they stop, they are still
perplexed. 13 The compassion of human beings is for their neighbors, but the compassion of the
Lord isfor every living thing. He rebukes and trains and teaches them, and turns them back, as a
shepherd his flock. 14 He has compassion on those who accept his discipline and who are eager
for his precepts.

Context

The book of Sirach, written around 200 BCE by Ben Sira, offers practical wisdom for living faithfully
in a complex world. This passage comes from a section reflecting on God's infinite power and mercy,
contrasting human limitations with divine perfection. The author addresses Jews living under foreign
rule, helping them understand their place in God's vast creation while maintaining hope in His personal
care.

Immediately preceding this passage, Ben Sira has been contemplating the impossibility of fully
understanding God's power and mercy. He now turns to a specific comparison that his audience would



immediately grasp: the difference between human compassion and divine compassion. Thisisn't merely
academic theology, it's pastoral wisdom for people who need to know both their limitations and God's
limitless care.

TheBig ldea

God's compassion surpasses human compassion both in scope (extending to all living things) and
in method (including necessary discipline alongside comfort).

This isn't about dismissing human compassion as inadequate, but recognizing its natural boundaries
while marveling at divine compassion that knows no such limits. The passage acknowledges that
humans typically feel deepest compassion for those closest to them, neighbors, family, community,
while God's compassion encompasses every living creature. Moreover, God's compassion includes
elements that human compassion often lacks: the willingness to rebuke, train, and correct when love
demandsit.

Theological Core

» Universal scope of divine compassion. Unlike human compassion that naturally focuses on our
immediate circle, God's compassion extends to every living creature without exception or
favoritism.

» Corrective nature of divinelove. True compassion includes discipline when necessary, God
rebukes, trains, and teaches because He loves, not in spite of loving.

» Shepherd metaphor for divine care. The shepherd image captures both protective tenderness
and active guidance, showing compassion as both feeling and action.

* Human limitations acknowledged with dignity. Our natural focus on neighborsisn't
condemned but recognized as human nature, while God's broader compassion serves as both
comfort and aspiration.

Age Group Overview



What Each Age Group Learns

Grades7, 8/ Adult

 Divine compassion challenges us to expand our circle of care while accepting our human
limitations

» True compassion sometimes requires difficult conversations and boundary-setting, not just
comfort

» The tension between caring for everyone and caring deeply for those closest to us requires
wisdom

* Imitating divine compassion means learning when to comfort and when to challenge

Grades4, 6
» God cares about every person and every living thing, not just the ones we know
» Sometimes caring for someone means hel ping them make better choices, not just being nice

» We can learn to care about more people, even if we can't care for everyone like God does

It's okay to feel closest to family and friends while still wanting good things for everyone

Grades1, 3
» God loves and takes care of everyone, all people and all animals
» God islike agood shepherd who protects and guides sheep

» We can love and care for the people and animals around us

Common Pitfallsto Avoid

* Dismissing human limitations as failure. Human compassion for neighborsisn't a character
flaw, it's natural and good. The passage invites admiration of divine compassion, not
self-condemnation for human limitations.



» Sentimentalizing compassion. The shepherd metaphor includes rebuke, training, and discipline.
True compassion sometimes requires tough love, not just emotional support or enabling behavior.

» Creating impossible expectations. We cannot love all living things with equal intensity as God
does. The goal is expanding our circle of care while acknowledging our finite capacity.

* Ignoringthe corrective e ement. Divine compassion includes discipline because love
sometimes requires boundaries, consequences, and growth challenges, not just comfort and
acceptance.

Handling Hard Questions

"How can God care about every living thing when ther €' s so much suffering?"

Thisis a profound question that even ancient wisdom writers wrestled with. Sirach acknowledges God's
care while also recognizing that we "are still perplexed” about many things. God's compassion doesn't
eliminate al suffering, but it means no creature suffers alone or without ultimate purpose. The shepherd
metaphor suggests God's active involvement in guiding us through difficulties, not just preventing them.
Sometimes the most compassionate response includes allowing growth through struggle.

" Does this mean we should car e equally about everyone?"

The passage actually validates that humans naturally care most for their neighbors, those closest to
them. We're not expected to feel equal emotional connection to al people, which would be humanly
impossible. Instead, we can aspire to expand our circle of concern and action while accepting that our
deepest care will remain focused on family and community. The goal is growing in compassion, not
achieving divine-level universal love.

"How do we know when discipline is compassionate ver sus har mful ?"

The shepherd image provides guidance, a good shepherd disciplines to protect and guide the flock,
never to harm or control. Compassionate discipline aims for the person's growth and well-being,
involves clear boundaries and consegquences, comes from love rather than anger, and maintains
relationship rather than abandoning it. It requires wisdom to discern when comfort helps and when it
enables harmful patterns.



The One Thing to Remember

God's compassion reaches farther and deeper than ours ever could, including both comfort and
correction, offering us both security in His care and a model for expanding our own love.

Grades 7, 8/ Adult

Ages12, 14+ « 30 Minutes « Student-Centered Discussion

Your Main Job Today

Guide students to explore the tension between human limitations in compassion and God's call to
universal care. Help them wrestle with what it means to imitate divine compassion while accepting their
humanity.

The Tension to Frame

Should we try to expand our compassion to all living things like God? Or is it enough to accept our
human limits while caring well for those closest to us?

Discussion Facilitation Tips
 Validate their natural tendency to care more for family and friends, thisisn't selfishness

» Honor the complexity of when discipline shows love versus when it becomes harmful

 Let them wrestle with practical implications rather than providing easy answers

1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)

Think about scrolling through social media and seeing news about natural disasters, war, poverty, and
suffering around the world. You feel something, maybe sadness, maybe overwhelming helplessness.
You want to care, but there's so much need that you almost have to turn off your emotions just to
function. Then your best friend texts about their family drama, and suddenly you're fully invested, ready
to listen for hours and help however you can.



That difference makes complete sense. Of course you care more about your friend than strangers on the
news. You have limited emotional energy, limited time, limited resources. Your brain prioritizes the
relationships that matter most to you. It would be weird if you felt equally intense emotions about
everyone's problems.

But then you might wonder, does this make me selfish? Should | care more about global suffering? Is
there something wrong with having favorites in my compassion? Today we're looking at an ancient
wisdom writer who noticed this same pattern, except he compared human compassion to God's
compassion and discovered something fascinating.

As we read, pay attention to how the writer describes the difference between human and divine
compassion. Notice what he says about God's methods, it's not just what you'd expect. Also watch for
the shepherd image and what it suggests about how love actually works.

Open your Bibles to Sirach 18, starting at verse 10. Take a few minutes to read through verse 14
silently, and think about what surprises you.

2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)

Managing Silent Reading: Walk quietly around the room. Help students locate Sirach if needed (it'sin the
Apocrypha between Wisdom and Isaiah in Catholic Bibles, or in separate Apocrypha sections). Watch for early
finishers and let the weight of the divine comparison settlein.

AsYou Read, Think About:
» What's the difference between human compassion and God's compassion?
* Why might the writer use a shepherd as his main metaphor?
» What's surprising about how God shows compassion?

» How would you feel if someone showed you compassion the way God does?

Sirach 18:10-14 (NIV)

10 Who can measure his majestic power? And who can fully recount his mercies? 11 It is not
possible to diminish or increase them, nor isit possible to fathom the wonders of the Lord. 12



When human beings have finished, they are just beginning, and when they stop, they are till
perplexed. 13 The compassion of human beingsisfor their neighbors, but the compassion of the
Lord isfor every living thing. He rebukes and trains and teaches them, and turns them back, as a
shepherd his flock. 14 He has compassion on those who accept his discipline and who are eager
for his precepts.

3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)

Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)

Selecting Readers: Ask for volunteers who can read clearly. Let students passif they're not comfortable. Choose
confident readers for the more philosophical sections.

Reader 1. Verses 10, 11 (God's immeasurable power and mercy) Reader 2. Verse 12 (Human
limitations in understanding) Reader 3: Verses 13, 14 (Comparing human and divine compassion)

Listen for the contrast being set up here. This isn't just information, it's an invitation to think deeply
about how love actually works.

Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)

Setup: Form groups of 3-4 students. Give exactly 3 minutes to generate questions. Walk between groups to listen
for genuine curiosity. If agroup gets stuck, ask "What surprised you most?'

Get into groups of 3 or 4. Your job is to come up with 1 or 2 genuine questions about what you just
read, not questions you think you should ask, but questions you're actually curious about. Maybe
something confused you, or something seemed unexpected, or you want to know how this applies to
your life. Good questions might start with "Why does..." or "How can..." or "What if..." You have 3
minutes to discuss and pick your best questions.

Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)

Remember: Students drive with THEIR questions, you facilitate and probe deeper. Guide discovery rather than
lecture. Write their questions on the board.



Collecting Questions: Let's hear your questions and write them up here. Look for themes and start with
guestions most students will relate to, usually about the practical application or the surprising elements.
Probing Questions (to go deeper)

» "What specifically does the passage say about how humans naturally show compassion?"

» "Why do you think the writer doesn't criticize human compassion but just describesit?"

» "What's included in God's compassion that might surprise people who think compassion isjust
about being nice?"

» "How is a shepherd both protective and tough with sheep?”

* "When have you experienced discipline that was actually loving?'

* "What current situations might call for 'shepherd-like' compassion that includes correction?”
» "What would happen if humanstried to care for ‘every living thing' with equal intensity?"

» "How do we know if we're growing in compassion or just feeling guilty about our limitations?”

Revealing the Pattern

Do you notice what's happening here? The writer isn't condemning human compassion, he's describing
it accurately. We naturally care most for our neighbors, our community, our circle. That's not selfish;
that's human. But then he shows us God's compassion as a shepherd who cares for the whole flock,
willing to pursue, correct, and restore because love sometimes requires more than just comfort. The
guestion isn't whether we can love like God, we can't. The question is how we can grow in wisdom
about when to comfort and when to challenge.

4. Application (3, 4 minutes)

Let's get real about your lives. Where do you see this tension playing out? Think about family
relationships, friendships, school situations, online interactions, even how you respond to global issues.
When do you naturally feel compassion, and when isit harder to care?

Real Issues This Connects To

» Deciding how to respond to global crises when you also have personal problems



Knowing when to comfort afriend versus when to challenge their destructive choices

Feeling guilty about caring more for your family than for strangersin need

Watching someone you care about make decisions that hurt them, when to intervene

Balancing local volunteer work with awareness of global needs you can't address

* Setting boundaries with people who drain your emotional energy versus showing unlimited
compassion

Facilitation: Let students share examples without rushing to answers. Some situations call for different
responses. Help them think through discernment rather than giving blanket advice.

Discussion Prompts

"When have you seen someone show 'shepherd-like' compassion that included tough love?”

"What helps you discern when someone needs comfort versus accountability?"

"How do you expand your circle of care without burning out emotionally?"

"What's the difference between wise boundaries and selfish indifference?"

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what | want you to take with you: Your natura tendency to care most for people close to you
isn't acharacter flaw, it's being human. God's infinite compassion for all creation is meant to amaze you,
not make you feel guilty. The goal isn't to become God, but to grow in wisdom about how love actually
worksin real relationships.

This week, pay attention to moments when you have to choose how to show compassion. Notice when
comfort helps someone grow and when it might enable harmful patterns. Experiment with asking,
"What does love look like in this specific situation?' Sometimes it's a listening ear, sometimes it's a
difficult conversation, sometimes it's stepping back to let someone learn from consequences.

You're aready thoughtful, caring people. Trust yourselves to keep growing in wisdom about how to
love well, knowing that your human limitations are part of what makes your care precious and real.



Grades4, 6

Ages9, 11 30 Minutes ¢ Interactive Storytelling + Activity

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that God cares for everyone and everything, and that real caring sometimes means
hel ping people make better choices, not just being nice.

If Kids Ask "Why doesn't God stop all bad thingsif He cares about everyone?"

Say: "That's a really good question that even grown-ups wonder about. Caring sometimes means
helping people learn and grow, even when it's hard.”

1. Opening (5 minutes)

Raise your hand if you've ever had to choose between helping your best friend or helping someone you
don't know very well. Keep your hands up if you chose to help your friend first. That makes total sense!
Y our friend isimportant to you, and you know them better.

Now here's a harder question. Imagine you're at lunch and you see your best friend being mean to a new
kid who doesn't have any friends yet. Part of you wants to stick up for the new kid because that's the
right thing to do. But another part of you doesn't want to get in trouble with your best friend. Part of you
thinks, "My friend is usually nice, maybe the new kid deserved it." But another part thinks, "This isn't
fair."

Those confused feelings are totally normal. It's hard when people we care about do things that hurt other
people. It's dso hard to know how many people we can really care about. Sometimes it feels
overwhelming to think about all the people and animals in the world who need help.

This is like in the movie "Moana" when she has to choose between staying home to take care of her
island and her family, or going on a dangerous journey to help islands she's never seen. She cares about
her grandmother and her people, but she also learns that her heart is big enough to care about strangers
too.



The tricky part is figuring out how to care well for people close to you while also caring about people
you don't know. And sometimes caring means doing hard things that don't feel nice in the moment but
help people in the long run.

Today we're going to hear about the difference between how people naturally care about others and how
God cares about everyone and everything. God has some surprising ways of showing love that we might
not expect. Let's find out what we can learn.

What to Expect: Kids may share stories about choosing friends over strangers or feeling overwhelmed by world
problems. Acknowledge briefly and keep momentum toward the story.

2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)

Long, long ago, there was a very wise man who spent a lot of time thinking about God and watching
how people lived. He noticed something interesting about how people showed kindness and care.

People were really good at caring for their neighbors, the families who lived next door, their friends
from school, their relatives, people in their town. When someone's neighbor got sick, people would
bring food. When a friend was sad, people would give hugs and listen. When family members needed
help, people would drop everything to help them.

This wise man thought, "This is good! People know how to care about each other." But then he looked
up at the sky and thought about God, and he realized something amazing. God's caring was different
from peopl€e's caring, not bad different, but bigger different.

Imagine you're holding a flashlight in a dark room. You can see everything the light shines on really
clearly, but there are parts of the room that stay dark because the light doesn't reach them. That's kind of
like how people care, we shine our care-light really brightly on the people close to us, but we can't reach
everyone.

But God's care is like the sun, it shines on everyone and everything, everywhere, al the time. The wise
man realized that God cares about every person in every country, even people we've never met. God
cares about every animal, dogs and cats, but also lions and butterflies and whales and birds. God even
cares about trees and flowers!



That made the wise man feel amazed and happy. Nobody has to worry that God might run out of care or
forget about them. There's enough of God's love for everyone and everything, always.

Sirach 18:13a (NIV)

13 The compassion of human beingsisfor their neighbors, but the compassion of the Lord is for
every living thing.

But then the wise man discovered something else about God's care that surprised him. God's love wasn't
just about being nice and making everyone happy al the time. God's love was more like... have you
ever watched a shepherd take care of sheep?

A good shepherd loves the sheep so much that sometimes the shepherd has to do things that don't seem
nice in the moment, but are actually very loving. If a sheep wanders toward a cliff, the shepherd might
have to call out loudly or even use a staff to gently guide the sheep back to safety. If a sheep is eating
something that could make it sick, the shepherd moves the sheep away from it. If a sheep is bullying
other sheep, the shepherd separates them so everyone can be safe.

The sheep might not understand why the shepherd is doing these things. They might think, "Hey, | was
having fun wandering around!" or "l wanted to eat that!" But the shepherd knows what's best for the
whole flock, and sometimes love means saying "no" or teaching better waysto live.

That's how God loves us. Sometimes God guides us away from things that could hurt us. Sometimes
God helps us learn better ways to treat each other. Sometimes God lets us experience consequences
when we make bad choices, not to be mean, but to help us grow and learn.

Sirach 18:13b (NIV)

13 He rebukes and trains and teaches them, and turns them back, as a shepherd his flock.

So God's love includes things like correction when we're going the wrong direction, training to help us
make better choices, teaching so we understand what's right and wrong, and always, always calling us
back when we wander away. Just like a shepherd who never gives up on any sheep in the flock.

The wise man realized this was different from how most people show care. When people |love someone,
they usually just want to make them happy. But God loves us so much that God wants to help us



become our best selves, even when that means learning difficult lessons.

It's like when your parents make you do chores or homework even when you don't want to. They're not
being mean, they love you so much that they want you to learn responsibility and grow into someone
who can take care of yourself. That's shepherd love.

Sometimes in our lives, we can learn to love people the way God does. We can care about more people
than just our closest friends. We can think about kids at school who seem lonely, or people in our
community who need help, or even animals that need protection.

And we can learn to show shepherd love to people close to us. That might mean telling the truth even
when it's hard, or helping someone make better choices, or setting boundaries when someone is treating
others poorly. Real love wants what's best for people, not just what makes them happy in the moment.

What we learn is that God cares about everyone and everything with alove that's both gentle and strong.
God wants al people to be healthy and safe and kind to each other. And God wants us to learn to care
for others with that same kind of wise, strong love.

The amazing thing is that God's love for us never runs out, no matter what. We're all part of God's flock,
and God is always watching over us, guiding us back when we wander, and helping us grow into people
who can care for others too.

Pause here. Let the story sink in for 5 seconds before moving on.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Question 1. The Feelings

Think about the sheep who got guided away from the cliff by the shepherd. At first, the sheep might
have felt confused or even a little annoyed. "I was exploring! | was having an adventure!™ But later,
when the sheep realized it was safe, how do you think it felt about the shepherd? Have you ever had
someone care for you in away that didn't feel good at first but helped you later?

Listen For: Stories about parents, teachers, or coaches who set boundaries that felt unfair but were actually
helpful. Affirm: "That person really loved you enough to do the hard thing."



Question 2: The Big Difference

We talked about how people naturally care most about their neighbors and friends, while God cares
about everyone and everything. Think about your own life, who do you care about most? Now imagine
if God said, "I'm too busy taking care of your family to care about anyone else." How would that make
you feel about other people who need God's help too?

If They Say: "That would be unfair to other people”, respond "Exactly! Isn't it amazing that God's loveisbig
enough for everyone?"

Question 3: The Shepherd Choice

Let's say you see a friend making a choice that could really hurt them or someone else. Y ou could stay
quiet to avoid conflict, or you could speak up and risk them getting mad at you. Which choice shows
more love for your friend? Why is it sometimes harder to do the more loving thing?

Connect: "Thisis exactly what made the shepherd's job so hard and so important. Real love takes courage.”

Question 4: The Ripple Effect

If everyone learned to care about more people and animals, not just their closest friends and family,
what do you think would change in the world? What would your school look like? What would your
neighborhood look like? What would happen to animals and the environment?

If They Say: "Everything would be better”, ask "What's one small thing you could do to help that happen?"

Y ou've shared some really thoughtful ideas about how love works. | can tell you're already people who
care about others, and you're learning to care in ways that really help people grow. Now let's do an
activity that will help usfeel what it's like when everyone works together to care for each other.

4. Activity: Expanding Circles of Care (8 minutes)

Zero Props Required , This activity uses only kids bodies and empty space.

Purpose



This activity reinforces the pattern of expanding compassion by having kids physically experience how
care can spread from small circles to include everyone. Success looks like kids discovering that when
everyone cares for others beyond their immediate group, the whole community becomes stronger and
more connected.

Instructionsto Class(3 minutes)

WEe're going to play "Expanding Circles of Care." Everyone find one person you know really well and
stand facing each other. Y ou are each other's "inner circle", your closest friend in this room right now.

Your job isto stay connected to your partner by keeping one hand touching them at all times. But here's
the challenge: I'm going to call out different "problems" that need solving around the room, and you
need to help solve them while staying connected to your partner.

The first problems will be easy because they'll be close to you. But then I'll call out problems that are
farther away, with people you don't know as well. You'll have to figure out how to stretch your care to
reach them while staying connected to your original partner. We're doing this because it's exactly like
what we learned, we naturally care for people close to us, but God calls us to expand our care to include
everyone.

Here's the twist: if everyone works together, you'll discover you can actually reach much farther than
you thought possible!

During the Activity(4 minutes)

First challenge: "Y our partner looks sad and needs a gentle pat on the shoulder.” Great, that's easy when
you're already connected. Next: "The pair next to you needs help, one person needs to be surrounded by
people who care." See how you can reach them while staying connected to your partner?

Now for the real challenge: "Someone clear across the room needs to be surrounded by caring people,
but they're too far away for any individual pair to reach.” Watch what happens, you'll need to work
together. Y ou can't let go of your original partner, but you can form chains and bridges with other pairs.

| notice you need multiple pairs to link together! | wonder if you can find ways to stretch your caring
across the whole room while still maintaining your original connection. Look how far your care can
reach when you work with others!



Amazing! You've created one big connected circle where everyone is linked to everyone else. You
didn't lose your specia connection to your partner, but now your care extends all the way around the
room. Feel how much stronger thisisthan just individual pairs standing alone.

Perfect! Now notice the difference: at the beginning, you could only care for your one partner. Now
you're part of a caring network that includes everyone. And your original partnership is still there, but
it's become part of something bigger and stronger.

Watch For: The moment when kids realize they need to link up with other pairsto reach across the room, thisis
the physical representation of expanding compassion beyond our immediate circle.

Debrief(1 minute)

What did you notice about how it felt when you could only reach your partner versus when everyone
was connected? At the end, you were still connected to your original partner, but you were also part of
something much bigger. That's exactly what God's love is like, it includes everyone while still being
personal and specia for each of us. When we learn to care beyond our closest friends, we create
stronger, safer communities for everyone.

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what we learned today: God loves and cares for everyone and everything, every person, every
animal, every part of creation. That love is both gentle and strong, like a good shepherd who protects
the sheep and also guides them toward what's best for them.

This doesn't mean we have to care about everyone exactly the same way God does, we can't! It's
perfectly okay to feel closest to your family and best friends. But we can learn to expand our circle of
care to include more people, especially those who seem lonely or left out or in need of help.

And we can learn to love people with shepherd love, love that wants what's best for them, even when
that means having hard conversations or helping them make better choices. Real love isn't just about
being nice; it's about caring enough to help people grow and be their best selves.

ThisWeek's Challenge



This week, look for one person at school or in your neighborhood who seems like they could use a
friend. It might be someone new, someone who sits alone, or someone others ignore. Find one simple
way to include them or show you care. Also, if you see afriend making a choice that could hurt them or
someone else, practice "shepherd love" by speaking up with kindness and courage.

Closing Prayer (Optional)

Dear God, thank you for loving and caring for everyone and everything you made. Help us learn
to care about more people, especially those who seem lonely or forgotten. When we need to show
shepherd love by telling the truth or helping people make better choices, give us courage and
kindness. Thank you for never giving up on us. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Grades1, 3

Ages6,8 ¢ 15, 20 Minutes « Animated Storytelling + Songs

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that God loves and takes care of everyone, like a good shepherd takes care of
sheep.

Movement & Formation Plan

* Opening Song: Standing in acircle

Bible Story: Sitting in a horseshoe shape facing the teacher

Small Group Q& A: Standing in pairs facing each other

Closing Song: Standing in straight lines

» Prayer: Sitting cross-legged in rows

If KidsDon't Under stand



Compare God's love to a parent who takes care of al their children, or to sunshine that shines on
everyone, then ask "How does that make you feel ?"

1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in acircle

Select a song about God's love and care. Suggestions: "Jesus Loves Me," "God is So Good," or "My
God is So Great." Use movements:. spread arms wide during lyrics about God's big love, point to
different children during lyrics about "everyone,” and make protective hugging motions during lyrics
about care and protection.

Y ou sang so beautifully about God's love! Now everyone sit down in a horseshoe shape on the floor so
you can see me tell our story. Today you're going to learn something amazing about how much God
loves and cares for everyone!

2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)

Formation: Kids sitting in a horseshoe shape on the floor facing you. Move around inside the
horseshoe as you tell the story.

Animated Delivery: Use big gestures, change your voice for different characters, move around the space. Keep
energy high! Sound amazed when talking about God's big love, sound gentle when talking about shepherds.

Today we're going to meet avery smart man who learned something wonderful about God!

This man looked around at al the people in histown. He saw mommies and daddies taking care of their
children. He saw friends helping friends. He saw neighbors sharing food when someone was hungry.

"That's so nice!" thought the man. "People really love the people who live close to them. They take
good care of their families and friends.” And that made him smile.

But then the smart man looked up at the sky and thought about God. And he realized something
amazing! God's love was even bigger than people's love!

People love their families and neighbors. But God loves EVERY ONE! God loves people in faraway
countries. God loves all the children in the whole world. God loves al the animals, puppies and kitties,



but also elephants and butterflies and fish and birds!

God's love is so big that it reaches everywhere! It's like the sun that shines on everyone, everywhere, all
the time!

Sirach 18:13a (NIV)

The compassion of human beingsisfor their neighbors, but the compassion of the Lord is for
every living thing.

Do you know what that means? That means God loves YOU! And God loves every single person in this
room! Isn't that wonderful ? Y es!

But then the smart man learned something else about God's love. God loves us like a shepherd loves
sheep. Have you ever seen pictures of shepherds with fluffy sheep?

A good shepherd loves the sheep SO much! The shepherd makes sure they have food and water. The
shepherd keeps them safe from wolves and storms. The shepherd counts them every night to make sure
they're all there.

But sometimes, the shepherd has to guide the sheep away from dangerous places. If a sheep starts
walking toward a cliff, the shepherd calls out, "No, little sheep! Come this way!" If a sheep tries to eat
something yucky that could make it sick, the shepherd leads it to better food.

The sheep might not understand why the shepherd does this. But the shepherd knows what's best! The
shepherd loves them too much to let them get hurt!

That's exactly how God loves us! God guides us and teaches us what's right and wrong. God helps us
make good choices. Sometimes God says "no" to things that could hurt us, not because God wants to be
mean, but because God loves us so much!

God is like the best shepherd ever! God never loses track of any of us. God never gets tired of taking
care of us. God loves us when we make mistakes and helps us learn better ways.

And here's the most amazing part: God wants us to be like little shepherds too! We can learn to care
about lots of people, not just our families. We can be kind to kids at school who look sad. We can help
take care of animals. We can share with people who need help.



When we learn to love like God loves, we make the world a happier, safer place for everyone. And God
isalways, aways watching over us with love!

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Formation: Have kids stand up and find a partner. Pairs scatter around the room with space to talk.

Stand up and find a partner! 1'm going to give each pair one question to talk about. There are no wrong
answers, just share what you think! Y ou'll have about one minute to talk with your partner.

Teacher Circulation: Walk around to each pair. Listen to their discussions. If apair is stuck, ask "What do you
think?" or rephrase the question more simply. Give them time to think, some kids need extra processing time.

Discussion Questions

Select one question per pair based on class size. Save unused questions for next time.
1. How do you think the sheep feel when the shepherd keeps them safe?
2. Who takes care of you like a shepherd?

3. What would you tell a sheep that was scared of the shepherd?

4. How doesit feel to know God loves everyone in the whole world?

5. What animals do you think God cares about?

6. How can you show |love to someone who's not in your family?

7. What would you do if you saw someone being mean to an animal?

8. How can you tell when someone really cares about you?

9. What's something nice you could do for someone at school ?

10. How do you think God helps you when you're scared?

11. What makes a good shepherd different from a mean person?



12. How can you help take care of God's world?

13. What would happen if everyone loved like God loves?

14. How do you know God loves you even when you make mistakes?

15. What's one way you can be kind to animals?

16. How can you help someone who looks lonely?

17. What do shepherds give their sheep?

18. How big do you think God's love is?

19. What would you tell someone who thinks God doesn't care about them?
20. How can you be like a shepherd to someone smaller than you?

Great discussions! Let's come back together in our horseshoe. Who wants to share what they talked
about with their partner?

4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
Formation: Standing in straight lines facing forward

Select songs about God's care and protection. Suggestions: "He's Got the Whole World in His Hands,"
"The Lord is My Shepherd," or "God Will Take Care of You." Use movements like making big circles
with arms for "whole world," gentle rocking motions for comfort, and protective gestures for safety.

Beautiful singing! Now let's sit down cross-legged in rows for our prayer time. Remember to fold your
hands and bow your heads.

5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)

Formation: Sitting cross-legged in rows, heads bowed, hands folded

Dear God, thank you for loving everyone in the whole world.



[Pause]

Help us learn to care about lots of people, just like you do. Help us be kind to kids who ook
lonely and take care of animals too.

[ Pause]

Thank you for being our good shepherd who keeps us safe and teaches us what's right. Thank you
for never stopping your love for us.

[Pause]

Help us remember that your love is bigger than the whole world and that you care about
everyone and everything you made. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Alternative, Popcorn Prayer: If your classis comfortable with it, invite kids to offer short one-sentence prayers
about God's love. Examples: "Thank you God for loving animals® or "Help me be kind to everyone."

Remember, God loves you so much and is always taking care of you like a good shepherd! Have a
wonderful week being kind to others and remembering how special you are to God!



Safein God'sHands

True Peace Beyond Appearances, Is comfort with righteous suffering wisdom or dangerous
acceptance?

Wisdom 2:12-3:9

Instructor Preparation

Read this section before teaching any age group. It provides the theological foundation and shows how
the lesson adapts across developmental stages.

The Passage

Wisdom 2:12-20, 3:1-9 (NI1V)

12 "Let usliein wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our
actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us of sins against our training. 13
He professes to have knowledge of God, and calls himself a child of the Lord. 14 He became to
us a reproof of our thoughts; 15 the very sight of himis a burden to us, because his manner of life
isunlike that of others, and his ways are strange. 16 We are considered by him as something
base, and he avoids our ways as unclean; he callsthe last end of the righteous happy, and boasts
that God is hisfather. 17 Let us seeif hiswords are true, and let us test what will happen at the
end of hislife; 18 for if the righteous man is God's child, he will help him, and will deliver him
from the hand of his adversaries. 19 Let ustest him with insult and torture, so that we may find
out how gentle heis, and make trial of his forbearance. 20 Let us condemn him to a shameful
death, for, according to what he says, he will be protected.”

1 But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. 2 In
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
and their going from usto be their destruction; 3 but they are at peace. 4 For though in the sight
of others they were punished, their hopeis full of immortality. 5 Having been disciplined a little,




they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 6 like
gold in the furnace he tested them, and like a sacrificial burning he accepted them. 7 In the time
of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble. 8 They will
govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them forever. 9 Those who
trust in himwill understand truth, and the faithful will abide with himin love, because grace and
mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.

Context

This passage comes from the Book of Wisdom, written during the persecution of faithful Jews in
Alexandria, Egypt, around the first century BCE. The community faced mockery, persecution, and
martyrdom for maintaining their faith and ethical standards. The wicked plot against the righteous,
testing whether God will truly protect those who claim divine sonship.

The immediate context shows the contrast between the wicked's perspective and God's redlity. The
plotting of the ungodly in chapter 2 sets up the divine response in chapter 3. What appears to be the
triumph of evil over good is revealed to be appearance masking deeper truth, the righteous are actually
safe in God's protective hand, experiencing peace rather than destruction.

TheBig ldea

Righteous souls remain in God's protective hand even through suffering and death, experiencing
true peace that foolish observers cannot perceive.

This isn't naive optimism about suffering, but a profound reframing of apparent disaster. The passage
acknowledges real persecution, real pain, and real death, but reveals these as temporary appearances
that mask eternal reality. The challenge lies in discerning when this truth brings hope that enables
perseverance versus when it might enable passive acceptance of injustice.

Theological Core

» Divine Protection. God's hand encompasses the righteous, providing ultimate safety that
transcends physical harm or death.



» Righteous Souls. Those who live according to God's ways maintain their fundamental identity
and relationship with God even through persecution.

» Appearance versus Reality. What appears as disaster and destruction to foolish observersis
actually peace and security for those held by God.

» True Peace. Genuine peace comes not from absence of trouble but from being securein God's
hand regardless of circumstances.

Age Group Overview

What Each Age Group Learns

Grades7, 8/ Adult

* Righteous people remain in God's protective hand even through genuine suffering and
persecution

» Appearances can deceive, apparent destruction may actually be peace for those trusting God
» Thistruth can provide hope for perseverance or potentially enable passive acceptance of injustice

» Discernment is needed to know when to trust God's ultimate protection while still working for
justice

Grades4, 6

» God keeps good people safe in His hands even when bad things happen

Sometimes things look terrible but are actually different than they appear

People might think someone is being destroyed when they're actually being protected

It's okay to feel scared or confused, but we can still trust God's bigger plan

Grades1, 3



» God holds people who love Him safely in His hands
» God takes care of good people

* Wecantrust God to keep us safe

Common Pitfallsto Avoid

* Minimizing Real Suffering. This passage doesn't deny genuine pain, persecution, or injustice.
Avoid suggesting that suffering isn't real or that faith makes everything easy. The text
acknowledges actual torment while revealing ultimate protection.

* Promoting Passive Acceptance of I njustice. Don't et this comfort become excuse for inaction
against oppression. The passage provides hope for those enduring persecution, not permission to
ignore suffering others could prevent.

» Creating False Categories of Righteous and Wicked. Avoid simplistic division between "good
people" and "bad people." Focus on the pattern of trusting God rather than judging who deserves
protection.

» Offering Cheap Comfort for Immediate Pain. Don't rush to apply thistruth to fresh grief or
current suffering. Let people process their real emotions while holding space for deeper hope about
ultimate reality.

Handling Hard Questions

"What about righteous people who suffer and die horribly? Werethey not really in God's
hands?"

This passage actually addresses exactly that situation. The righteous person faces "insult and torture”
and "shameful death,” yet remains in God's hand. The protection isn't from physical harm but from
ultimate destruction, their fundamental identity and relationship with God remains intact. The passage
redefines what it means to be truly safe, focusing on eterna rather than tempora security while
acknowledging real suffering.



" Doesn't this make people passive about injustice, 'God will take care of it sowedon't haveto'?"

Thisis the central tension the passage creates. It can provide hope that enables perseverance in fighting
injustice, or it can become excuse for inaction. The key is discernment: this truth should strengthen our
ability to work for justice without despair when progress is slow, not replace the call to action. Those
"in God's hand" often become agents of justice themselves.

"How can we tell the differ ence between someone being protected and someone being destr oyed?"

The passage suggests that "foolish™ people misinterpret what they see, while those with wisdom
understand the deeper reality. This requires spiritual discernment and long-term perspective rather than
immediate judgment based on appearances. The fruit over time, whether someone's core identity and
values remain intact despite circumstances, reveals the deeper truth about their condition.

The One Thing to Remember

Those who live righteously remain secure in God's protective hand even when circumstances
suggest destruction, but thishope must strengthen rather than replace our commitment to justice.

Grades7, 8/ Adult

Ages12, 14+ « 30 Minutes » Student-Centered Discussion

Your Main Job Today

Guide students to wrestle with how trusting God's ultimate protection of the righteous relates to their
responsibility to work against injustice and suffering in the present.

TheTension to Frame

Does believing that righteous people are safe in God's hands provide hope that strengthens our fight
against injustice, or does it enable dangerous passivity by making us accept suffering we could prevent?

Discussion Facilitation Tips

» Validate their experiences with injustice and unfairness, don't rush to "God's perspective’



» Honor the complexity of suffering while exploring the passage's claim about deeper reality

 Let them wrestle with the tension rather than providing easy answers about when to trust and
when to act

1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)

Imagine you see a news story about someone being persecuted for standing up for what's right, maybe a
whistleblower facing retaliation, an activist being arrested, or a student being bullied for defending
someone else. Your first instinct is probably to feel angry about the injustice and want someone to step
inand stop it.

But then someone says, "Don't worry about them, God is taking care of them. They're in God's hands."
That might sound comforting, but it also might sound like an excuse to not do anything to help. Like
maybe that person is suggesting we should just pray and trust instead of actually working for justice.

This creates a genuine dilemma: How do we balance trusting that God ultimately protects righteous
people with our responsibility to work against injustice? Is faith supposed to make us more active in
fighting for justice, or doesit let us be more passive because "God will handle it"?

Today we're looking at a passage that deals directly with this tension. It was written for people facing
real persecution, people who were being mocked, tortured, and killed for their faith. The passage claims
these righteous people are "in the hand of God," but it was written to people who needed to decide
whether to keep standing up for truth despite the cost.

As we read, notice how the passage describes both the reality of suffering and the claim about God's
protection. Pay attention to your instincts about whether this sounds like helpful hope or potentially
dangerous comfort.

2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)

Managing Silent Reading: Walk quietly and be available for difficult vocabulary. Let them feel the drama and
tension, thisisn't abstract theology but real-life persecution and response to it.

AsYou Read, Think About:



What exactly happens to the righteous person, and how do different groups interpret it?

What motivates the wicked to persecute the righteous, and what do they expect to prove?

How does the author contrast appearance with reality in describing the righteous person's fate?

What would you feel if you were facing this kind of persecution for doing right?

Wisdom 2:12-20, 3:1-9 (NIV)

12 "Let usliein wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our
actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us of sins against our training. 13
He professes to have knowledge of God, and calls himself a child of the Lord. 14 He became to
us a reproof of our thoughts; 15 the very sight of himis a burden to us, because his manner of life
isunlike that of others, and his ways are strange. 16 We are considered by him as something
base, and he avoids our ways as unclean; he callsthe last end of the righteous happy, and boasts
that God is hisfather. 17 Let us seeif hiswords are true, and let us test what will happen at the
end of hislife; 18 for if the righteous man is God's child, he will help him, and will deliver him
from the hand of his adversaries. 19 Let ustest him with insult and torture, so that we may find
out how gentle heis, and make trial of his forbearance. 20 Let us condemn him to a shameful
death, for, according to what he says, he will be protected.”

1 But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. 2 In
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
and their going from usto be their destruction; 3 but they are at peace. 4 For though in the sight
of others they were punished, their hopeis full of immortality. 5 Having been disciplined a little,
they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 6 like
gold in the furnace he tested them, and like a sacrificial burning he accepted them. 7 In the time
of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble. 8 They will
govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them forever. 9 Those who
trust in himwill understand truth, and the faithful will abide with himin love, because grace and
mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.

3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)



Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)

Selecting Readers. Choose confident readers for the dramatic sections. The plotting section needs someone who
can convey menace, while the protection section needs someone who can convey hope.

Reader 1. Wisdom 2:12-16 (The wicked's resentment of the righteous) Reader 2: Wisdom 2:17-20
(The test they plan) Reader 3: Wisdom 3:1-5 (God's response and reality) Reader 4: Wisdom 3:6-9
(The ultimate vindication)

Listen for the contrast between what the wicked plan and what God reveals as the deeper redlity. Thisis
drama, not just theology, real people facing real persecution and the question of whether God truly
protects those who stand for righteousness.

Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)

Setup: Groups of 3-4 students. Give exactly 3 minutes. Walk between groups to listen and help those who are
stuck with "What surprised you most?* or "What bothers you about this passage?’

Get into groups of 3-4. Your job is to come up with 1-2 genuine questions about what we just read,
things you're actually curious about, confused by, or maybe even bothered by. Good questions might
start with "Why do..." or "What if..." or "How can..." Don't worry about having answers; focus on what
you really want to understand. Y ou have three minutes starting now.

Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)

Remember: Students drive with their questions. Y ou facilitate and probe deeper. Guide discovery rather than
lecturing. Let them wrestle with the tension between trust and action.

Collecting Questions: Write student questions on the board. Look for themes around suffering, justice,
God's protection, and the tension between faith and action. Start with questions most students connect

with.
Probing Questions (to go deeper)

» "What evidence does the passage give that the righteous person actually suffers real

persecution?”



» "How does the author contrast what appears to happen with what he claimsisreally happening?’
» "What's the difference between being 'in God's hand' and being protected from all harm?"

» "Why might the wicked be so bothered by righteous people that they want to test God's
protection?"

» "How could believing this truth make someone more active in fighting injustice versus more
passive?"

» "What would be an example today of someone appearing to be destroyed but actually being
protected?’

 "If you truly believed this, would you be more willing or less willing to stand up for what's
right?

* "How do we balance trusting God's ultimate protection with working to prevent suffering we
could stop?"'

Revealing the Pattern

Do you notice what's happening here? The passage acknowledges real suffering, the righteous person
faces "insult and torture" and "shameful death.” But it redefines what it means to be truly safe. The
protection isn't from physical harm but from ultimate destruction of their core identity and relationship
with God. This creates a paradox: knowing you're ultimately safe might actually make you more willing
to take risks for justice, not less.

4. Application (3, 4 minutes)

Let's get real about your lives and the world you're inheriting. Where do you see situations where people
are being persecuted or suffering for doing the right thing? And where do you see others using faith as
an excuse not to get involved in stopping injustice?

Real Issues This Connects To
 Students facing socia punishment for standing up against bullying or exclusion
» Family situations where speaking truth creates conflict but might be necessary

* Friends choosing between popularity and defending someone being mistreated



* Online environments where speaking against injustice brings harassment
» Social movements where activists face real consequences for challenging systems

» Personal decisions about whether to speak up when witnessing wrong, knowing it will cost you

Facilitation: Let students share examples without rushing to easy answers. Some situations call for different
responses. Help them think through discernment rather than giving blanket advice about when to act.

Discussion Prompts

* "When have you seen someone's willingness to suffer for what's right actually make a positive

difference?’
» "What would help you have the courage to stand up for what's right even when it's costly?"

» "How can you tell the difference between trusting God and using faith as an excuse to avoid

difficult action?'

* "What's the difference between wise discernment about when to act and fear-based avoidance?"

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here'swhat | want you to take with you: trusting that God ultimately protects those who live righteously
doesn't eliminate suffering, it transforms how we approach it. When you know your fundamental
identity and relationship with God can't be destroyed, you might actually become more willing to take
risks for justice, not less.

This week, pay attention to moments when you need to decide whether to speak up or act against
something wrong. Notice whether thinking about God's ultimate protection makes you more courageous
or more passive. The goal isn't eliminating the tension but living faithfully within it.

I'm impressed by the depth of your thinking today. Keep wrestling with these hard questions, that
wrestling is actually a form of faith. You're capable of holding both trust in God and commitment to
justice without having to resolve every tension perfectly.



Grades4, 6

Ages9, 11 30 Minutes ¢ Interactive Storytelling + Activity

Your Main Job Today

Help kids understand that God holds good people safely even when bad things happen to them, and that
things aren't always what they look like from the outside.

If Kids Ask " What about when really good peopledie or get hurt badly?"

Say: "God's protection is bigger than just keeping our bodies safe. He protects what's most important
about us, our hearts and our relationship with Him, even through really hard things."

1. Opening (5 minutes)

Raise your hand if you've ever seen someone get in trouble for doing the right thing. Maybe they told
the truth and got blamed, or they stood up for someone and got picked on for it, or they followed the
rules when everyone else was breaking them and got called names.

Now here's a harder question: Raise your hand if you've ever thought "That's not fair! Why do good
people have bad things happen to them?' Maybe you've wondered why someone who is kind and good
gets sick, or why someone who aways helps others doesn't get help when they need it. It's confusing
when it looks like being good doesn't protect you.

Those feelings make complete sense. It really is confusing and frustrating when it seems like doing the
right thing makes life harder instead of easier. Part of you thinks "I should always do what's right" but
another part thinks "What's the point if bad things happen anyway?"

This is like in the movie "Finding Nemo" when Marlin has to decide whether to keep Nemo safe by
never letting him explore, or trust that somehow Nemo will be okay even when scary things happen. It
looks like the ocean is too dangerous, but there's a bigger story about what real safety means.

The tricky part is figuring out what real safety looks like. Isit avoiding all problems, or is it something
bigger? Can someone be truly safe even when it looks like they're in danger?



Today we're going to hear about some people who did the right thing even when it cost them, and
discover what God says about what real safety means. The story shows us that things aren't always what
they look like from the outside. Let's find out what happened.

What to Expect: Kidswill have examples of unfairness from school and home. Acknowledge them briefly:
"That does sound unfair. Those feelings make sense.”

2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)

Long ago, there were people who loved God and tried to live the way God wanted them to. They were
kind to others, they told the truth, and they helped people who needed it.

But there were also people who didn't like how the good people lived. These people were doing mean
and selfish things, and when they saw the good people, it made them feel uncomfortable about their
own choices.

Imagine you're doing something you know is wrong, and then you see someone doing the right thing.
That can make you feel guilty, can't it? Sometimes when people feel guilty, instead of changing what
they're doing, they get angry at the person making them feel that way.

Think about what that would be like, everywhere you go, someone's life reminds you that you're making
bad choices. You might start to really dislike that person, even though they're not trying to make you
feel bad.

That's exactly what happened. The mean people started getting angrier and angrier at the good people.
They would say things like "Who do they think they are? They act like they're so specia, like God is
their father or something!"

The mean people got so angry that they made a plan. They said "Let's test them. Let's see if God really
protects them like they say He does. If God is really their father, then He should save them when we
hurt them."

So they decided to be cruel to the good people. They said mean things to them and hurt them. They
wanted to see if God would step in and stop them. They thought, "If nothing bad happens to them, then
maybe God is protecting them. But if they suffer, then we'll know God doesn't really care.”



The plan sounds awful, doesn't it? They were going to hurt innocent people just to test whether God
existed. And sadly, their plan worked, they were able to hurt the good people.

From the outside, it looked like the good people were losing. People who watched said, "See? Their
God didn't protect them. Look what happened to them for trying to be good!" It appeared like being
good was useless and that God had let them down.

But then something amazing was revealed. God spoke up and told everyone what was really happening.
Let me read you what He said:

Wisdom 3:1-3 (NIV)

"But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
and their going from usto be their destruction; but they are at peace.”

God was saying, "Wait a minute. You're looking at this all wrong. Y es, these good people suffered. But
their souls, the most important part of who they are, are safe in My hands. What looks like disaster to
you is actually peace for them."

It's like if you saw someone getting on an airplane and you didn't know they were going on vacation.
From the outside, it might look like they're being taken away from their home. But actually, they're
going somewhere wonderful!

God explained that sometimes what looks like someone being destroyed is actually them being
protected in a way that other people can't see. The mean people thought they had won, but God had
been holding the good people safely the whole time.

Then God said something even more amazing. He said that one day, everyone would see the truth. The
good people would "shine forth" and everyone would understand that they had been safe with God all
along.

It's like when you're watching a movie and the hero appears to lose, but then in the end you find out
there was a secret plan all along and they were actually winning the whole time. What |ooked like
defeat was actually part of a bigger victory.



God wanted everyone to understand that being in His hands means you're truly safe, even when scary
things happen. He protects what matters most about you, your heart, your love, your relationship with
Him, even when your body might get hurt.

The people who couldn't see this bigger picture were called "foolish” because they only looked at the
outside of things. But the people who trusted God understood that real safety isn't about avoiding all
problems, it's about knowing that God is holding you no matter what happens.

Sometimes in our lives, we see good people going through hard things and we think "Where is God?'
But this story teaches us that God is right there, holding them safely, even when we can't see it from the
outside.

What we learn is that God keeps people who love Him safe in the most important way possible. He
holds their hearts and their spirits safe with Him, no matter what happens to their bodies. That's a safety
that can never be taken away.

And the most amazing part is that one day, everyone will understand. What looked like sadness will be
seen as joy. What looked like losing will be seen as winning. God's protection is bigger and better than
what we can see right now.

Pause here. Let the story sink in for 5 seconds before moving on.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Question 1. The Confusing Feelings

If you were one of the good people and you saw the mean people making their plan to hurt you, what do
you think you would feel? Would you be scared? Angry? Confused about why God wasn't stopping
them? Let's be honest about what that would feel like.

Listen For: "Scared,” "Mad," "Confused", affirm: "Those feelings make total sense. Anyone would feel that way
when people want to hurt them for doing good."

Question 2: The Outside View



Think about the people watching from the outside who said "See? God didn't protect them!” Why do
you think they came to that conclusion? What were they looking at that made them think the good
people had lost?

If They Say: "Because bad things happened", respond "Right! They were judging by what they could see
happening to their bodies, not what was happening to their hearts."

Question 3: The Hidden Protection

God said the good people were "in His hand" and "at peace" even while they were suffering. How can
someone be safe and at peace when bad things are happening to them? What kind of safety is God
talking about?

Connect: "Thisis exactly the difference between how things look and how they really are with God. He protects
what matters most."

Question 4: TheBig Picture

The story says that one day everyone will understand and see that the good people were actually safe the
whole time. If you could fast-forward to that moment, what do you think people would say? How would
they feel about judging too quickly?

If They Say: "They'd feel bad for being wrong", respond "And they'd learn that there was a much bigger story
happening than what they could see.”

This story teaches us that God's protection is different than what we expect, but it's also bigger and
better. When we see good people suffering, we can remember that God might be holding them safely in
wayswe can't see. Let'stry an activity that helps us feel what that's like.

4. Activity: The Hidden Shield (8 minutes)

Zero PropsRequired , This activity uses only kids' bodies and empty space.

Purpose



This activity reinforces God's invisible protection by having kids physically experience being shielded
in away that others can't see. Success looks like kids discovering that real protection isn't alwaysvisible
from the outside, and that being held safely is different from avoiding all challenges.

Instructionsto Class(3 minutes)

We're going to play "Hidden Shield." | need you to form groups of four. In each group, one person will
be the "righteous person,” one will be the "challenger,” and two will be the "hidden protectors.”

Here's how it works: The challenger will try to gently tag the righteous person on the shoulder. But
here's the secret, the righteous person has invisible protection! The two hidden protectors will stand
behind the righteous person where the challenger can't see them, and they'll gently block the
challenger's arm without the challenger knowing why their arm keeps getting stopped.

The amazing part is that from the challenger's perspective, it will look like they should be able to reach
the righteous person, but something invisible keeps stopping them. The righteous person gets to
experience being protected in away they can feel but others can't see.

We're doing this because it's exactly like what happened in our story, God was protecting the good
peoplein away that others couldn't see, even though it looked like they weren't being protected at all.

During the Activity(4 minutes)

Start with round one. Challengers, you can only see the righteous person, so you don't know why your
arm keeps getting gently stopped. Hidden protectors, block softly so the challenger feels resistance but
can't see whereit's coming from.

Watch what happens, the challenger gets confused because they think they should be able to reach the
righteous person, but they keep getting blocked by something they can't see. Meanwhile, the righteous
person can feel hands gently protecting them from behind.

Challengers, notice how frustrated you might feel when you can't understand why your plan isn't
working. Righteous people, notice how it feels to experience protection that others can't see. This is
what the story means by being "in God's hand."

Perfect! Now switch roles so everyone gets to experience being protected by something invisible. See
how the same situation feels completely different depending on whether you can sense the protection or
not.



Now everyone freeze and notice the difference between how it felt to be the challenger versus how it
felt to be the righteous person. The challenger only saw what appeared to be happening. The righteous
person felt the protection even though others couldn't seeit.

Watch For: The moment when the challenger realizes they're being blocked by something they can't see, thisis
the physical representation of how God's protection works differently than visible protection.

Debrief(1 minute)

What did you notice about how it felt when you were the challenger versus when you were the righteous
person? The challenger only saw that their plan wasn't working and got confused. But the righteous
person could actually feel the protection, even though the challenger couldn't see it. That's exactly what
our Bible story teaches, God's protection is real and effective, but people on the outside might not be
able to see how it's working.

5. Closing (2 minutes)

Here's what we learned today: God holds people who love Him safely in His hands, even when bad
things happen to them. From the outside, it might look like God isn't protecting them, but there's always
abigger story happening that we can't see.

This doesn't mean that bad things don't hurt or that it's okay when people are mean. God cares about our
feelings and our pain. But He protects the most important part of us, our hearts and our relationship with
Him, no matter what happens.

The amazing result is that people who trust God's protection can be brave even when things are scary,
because they know they're held safely no matter what. And someday, everyone will understand that God
was taking care of them all along.

ThisWeek's Challenge

This week, when you see someone going through a hard time, maybe someone being teased, or
someone whose family is struggling, remember that God might be holding them safely in ways you
can't see. Instead of thinking "Where is God?" try praying "God, | can't see how Y ou're protecting them,
but I trust that You are."



Closing Prayer (Optional)
Dear God, thank You for holding people who love You safely in Your hands. Help us remember
that You protect what matters most, even when we can't see it. When we see good people going

through hard things, help us trust that You are taking care of them in ways bigger than we can
understand. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Grades, 3

Ages6,8 ¢ 15, 20 Minutes « Animated Storytelling + Songs

Your Main Job Today

Help kids know that God holds people who love Him safely in His hands and takes good care of them.

Movement & Formation Plan

Opening Song: Standing in acircle

Bible Story: Sitting in a horseshoe shape facing the teacher

Small Group Q& A: Standing in pairs facing each other

* Closing Song: Standing in straight lines

Prayer: Sitting cross-legged in rows

If KidsDon't Under stand

Compare God's hands to a parent holding a baby safe during a loud thunderstorm, the baby is safe even
though the storm sounds scary.

1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)

Formation: Standing inacircle



Select a song about God's protection or care. Suggestions: "He's Got the Whole World in His Hands,"
"God is So Good," or "Our God is So Big." Use movements. cup hands together during verses about
God's hands, reach arms up high during verses about God's power, and hug yourself during verses about
God's love.

Great singing! | love how you used your hands to show God holding us safe. Now let's sit in our
horseshoe shape on the floor because we have an amazing story about God's hands and how He keeps
people safe.

2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)

Formation: Kids sitting in a horseshoe shape on the floor facing you. Move around inside the
horseshoe as you tell the story.

Animated Delivery: Use big gestures, change your voice for different characters, move around the space. Keep
energy high! Sound worried when talking about the mean people, sound strong and comforting when talking
about God.

Today we're going to meet some very good people who loved God and always tried to be kind and
hel pful.

[Walk to one side of the horseshoe]

But there were also some mean people who didn't like the good people at all. The mean people were
angry because the good people made them feel bad about their own choices.

[ Use a grumpy voice and frowny face]

The mean people said, "We don't like these good people! They say God takes care of them, but let's see
if that's really true. Let's be mean to them and see if God saves them!"

[Walk to other side of horseshoe, change to sad tone]

So the mean people were cruel to the good people. It made the good people sad and scared. Other
people watching said, "Oh no! It looks like God isn't helping them!™

[Move to center, speak with big, strong voice like God]



But then God spoke up! He said, "Wait! You don't understand what's really happening! The good
people are safe in My hands!"

[Move to side, cup your hands like you're holding something precious]

God said that even though the good people were sad, their hearts were safe with Him. He was holding
them like this, gently and safely in His big, strong hands.

Wisdom 3:1,3 (NIV)

"But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them... but
they are at peace.”

[ Pause and look around at each child]

God was saying, "The most important part of these good people, their hearts and their love for Me, is
completely safe! I'm taking care of them in away that other people can't see.”

[Move to center, speak with excitement]

It's like when you're scared during a thunderstorm, but your mom or dad holds you tight. The storm is
still loud, but you're safe because someone who loves you is taking care of you!

[Walk slowly around the hor seshog]

God told everyone that the people who couldn't see His protection were wrong. They only looked at the
outside, but God was protecting the good people's hearts on the inside.

[ Sop walking and face the children directly]

God said, "One day, everyone will understand. They will see that | was keeping the good people safe
the whole time, and they will know that | always take care of people who love Me."

[ Soeak with big smile and happy voice]

The good people were at peace because they knew God was holding them. Even when scary things
happened, they felt safe because God's hands are bigger and stronger than any problem!



[ Pause dramatically]

God can do that for us too! When we love God and try to be good, He holds us safely in His hands. His
love keeps our hearts safe no matter what happens.

[ Soeak directly to the children]

Sometimes at school someone might be mean to you, or at home something might make you sad. But
you can remember that God is holding you safe in His hands, just like He held the good people in our
story.

[Move closer to the children]

When you feel scared or sad, you can say, "God, | know Y ou're holding me safe in Y our hands." God's
hands are the safest place in the whole world!

[ Soeak warmly and encouragingly]

God loves you so much, and He will always take care of you. His hands are big and strong and gentle,
and He will never let go of you.

3. Discussion (5 minutes)

Formation: Have kids stand up and find a partner. Pairs scatter around the room with space to talk.

Let's find a partner and talk about our story! I'll give each pair one question to discuss. There are no
wrong answers, just share what you think!

Teacher Circulation: Walk around to each pair. Listen to their discussions. If apair is stuck, ask "What do you
think?" or rephrase the question more simply. Give them time to think, some kids need extra processing time.

Discussion Questions
Select one gquestion per pair based on class size. Save unused questions for next time.
1. How do you think the good people felt when the mean people were being cruel to them?

2. Have you ever seen someone be mean to a person who was being good?



3. What do you think God's hands feel like when He's holding you safe?

4. If you were one of the good people, what would you want to say to God?

5. Why do you think the people watching couldn't see that God was protecting the good people?
6. What does it mean that God keeps your heart safe?

7. When might you need to remember that God is holding you in His hands?

8. How would you feel if someone at school was mean to you for being good?

9. What would you tell afriend who was sad that bad things happened to good people?
10. Who do you know that loves God and tries to be good like the people in our story?

11. Why do you think God wanted everyone to know that good people are safe with Him?
12. How can you be like the good people in our story?

13. What makes you feel safe when you're scared?

14. Do you think God's hands are bigger than any problem you might have?

15. How would you show someone else that God takes care of good people?

16. What do you want to remember most about God's hands?

17. When you pray tonight, what will you thank God for?

18. How does it make you feel to know God holds you safe?

19. What would happen if everyone knew God was taking care of them?

20. How can we be brave like the good people when things are hard?

Great discussions! Let's come back together in our lines for a song. Who wants to share what they
talked about with their partner?

4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)



Formation: Standing in straight lines facing forward

Choose songs about God's care and protection. Suggestions: "Jesus Loves Me," "My God is So Big, So
Strong and So Mighty,” or "God Will Take Care of You." Include movements like cupping hands
together for God's hands, making strong arm muscles for God's strength, and pointing to their hearts for
God's love.

Beautiful singing! Now let's sit crisscross on the floor for prayer time. Remember how God holds good
people safely in His hands as we talk to Him.

5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)

Formation: Sitting cross-legged in rows, heads bowed, hands folded

Dear God, thank You for holding good people safely in Your hands.

[ Pause]

Help us remember that You take care of us when things are scary or sad. Help us feel safe
because You are holding us with Your love.

[Pause]

Help us be good like the people in our story, and help us remember that Your hands keep our
hearts safe no matter what happens. Thank You for loving us so much. In Jesus's name, Amen.

Alternative, Popcorn Prayer: If your classis comfortable with it, invite kids to offer short one-sentence prayers
about God's protection. Examples: "Thank Y ou God for keeping me safe” or "Help me remember Y ou're holding

me."

Remember this week that God is holding you safely in His hands. When you feel scared or sad, you can
say "God, | know Y ou're taking care of me." Have a wonderful week!



	About This Series
	A Note on Scripture Sources
	How to Use This Book
	For Teachers and Group Leaders
	For Individual Study
	For Families

	Mercy with Discernment
	Instructor Preparation
	Instructor Preparation

	The Passage
	Context
	The Big Idea
	Theological Core

	Age Group Overview
	What Each Age Group Learns
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 4, 6
	Grades 1, 3


	Common Pitfalls to Avoid
	Handling Hard Questions
	"How do we know which category someone falls into without judging them?"
	"How do we know which category someone falls into without judging them?"
	"What does 'mercy mixed with fear' actually look like in practice?"
	"Isn't all this categorizing just an excuse to be harsh with difficult people?"

	The One Thing to Remember

	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	The Tension to Frame
	Discussion Facilitation Tips

	1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)
	As You Read, Think About:

	3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)
	Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)
	Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)
	Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)
	Probing Questions (to go deeper)
	Revealing the Pattern

	4. Application (3, 4 minutes)
	Real Issues This Connects To
	Discussion Prompts

	5. Closing (2 minutes)

	Grades 4, 6
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	If Kids Ask "How do we know which way to help?"

	1. Opening (5 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Question 1: The Honest Questions
	Question 2: The Urgent Situations
	Question 3: The Protective Boundaries
	Question 4: How Do We Know?

	4. Activity: The Wise Helpers (8 minutes)
	Purpose
	Instructions to Class(3 minutes)
	During the Activity(4 minutes)
	Debrief(1 minute)

	5. Closing (2 minutes)
	This Week's Challenge
	Closing Prayer (Optional)


	Grades 1, 3
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	Movement & Formation Plan
	If Kids Don't Understand

	1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Discussion Questions

	4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
	5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)


	Mercy in the Moment
	Instructor Preparation
	Instructor Preparation

	The Passage
	Context
	The Big Idea
	Theological Core

	Age Group Overview
	What Each Age Group Learns
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 4, 6
	Grades 1, 3


	Common Pitfalls to Avoid
	Handling Hard Questions
	"Doesn't praying against God's punishment mean Moses was questioning God's justice?"
	"Doesn't praying against God's punishment mean Moses was questioning God's justice?"
	"What if someone keeps hurting people and never faces consequences, should I pray for their problems to go away?"
	"This feels like Moses was being weak, shouldn't leaders sometimes let people face the full consequences of opposing them?"

	The One Thing to Remember

	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	The Tension to Frame
	Discussion Facilitation Tips

	1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)
	As You Read, Think About:

	3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)
	Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)
	Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)
	Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)
	Probing Questions (to go deeper)
	Revealing the Pattern

	4. Application (3, 4 minutes)
	Real Issues This Connects To
	Discussion Prompts

	5. Closing (2 minutes)

	Grades 4, 6
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	If Kids Ask "Why should I help someone who was mean to me?"

	1. Opening (5 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Question 1: The Feelings
	Question 2: The Choice
	Question 3: The Prayer
	Question 4: The Result

	4. Activity: The Bridge Builder (8 minutes)
	Purpose
	Instructions to Class(3 minutes)
	During the Activity(4 minutes)
	Debrief(1 minute)

	5. Closing (2 minutes)
	This Week's Challenge
	Closing Prayer (Optional)


	Grades 1, 3
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	Movement & Formation Plan
	If Kids Don't Understand

	1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Discussion Questions

	4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
	5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)


	Visible Gentleness
	Instructor Preparation
	Instructor Preparation

	The Passage
	Context
	The Big Idea
	Theological Core

	Age Group Overview
	What Each Age Group Learns
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 4, 6
	Grades 1, 3


	Common Pitfalls to Avoid
	Handling Hard Questions
	"Doesn't this just make us doormats?"
	"Doesn't this just make us doormats?"
	"What if being gentle just makes things worse?"
	"How do I know if my gentleness is real or fake?"

	The One Thing to Remember

	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	The Tension to Frame
	Discussion Facilitation Tips

	1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)
	As You Read, Think About:

	3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)
	Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)
	Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)
	Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)
	Probing Questions (to go deeper)
	Revealing the Pattern

	4. Application (3, 4 minutes)
	Real Issues This Connects To
	Discussion Prompts

	5. Closing (2 minutes)

	Grades 4, 6
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	If Kids Ask "What if someone takes advantage of my kindness?"

	1. Opening (5 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Question 1: The Hard Choice
	Question 2: The Everyone Challenge
	Question 3: The Secret Power
	Question 4: The Ripple Effect

	4. Activity: The Gentleness Circle (8 minutes)
	Purpose
	Instructions to Class(3 minutes)
	During the Activity(4 minutes)
	Debrief(1 minute)

	5. Closing (2 minutes)
	This Week's Challenge
	Closing Prayer (Optional)


	Grades 1, 3
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	Movement & Formation Plan
	If Kids Don't Understand

	1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Discussion Questions

	4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
	5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)


	God's Endless Compassion
	Instructor Preparation
	Instructor Preparation

	The Passage
	Context
	The Big Idea
	Theological Core

	Age Group Overview
	What Each Age Group Learns
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 4, 6
	Grades 1, 3


	Common Pitfalls to Avoid
	Handling Hard Questions
	"How can God care about every living thing when there's so much suffering?"
	"How can God care about every living thing when there's so much suffering?"
	"Does this mean we should care equally about everyone?"
	"How do we know when discipline is compassionate versus harmful?"

	The One Thing to Remember

	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	The Tension to Frame
	Discussion Facilitation Tips

	1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)
	As You Read, Think About:

	3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)
	Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)
	Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)
	Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)
	Probing Questions (to go deeper)
	Revealing the Pattern

	4. Application (3, 4 minutes)
	Real Issues This Connects To
	Discussion Prompts

	5. Closing (2 minutes)

	Grades 4, 6
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	If Kids Ask "Why doesn't God stop all bad things if He cares about everyone?"

	1. Opening (5 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Question 1: The Feelings
	Question 2: The Big Difference
	Question 3: The Shepherd Choice
	Question 4: The Ripple Effect

	4. Activity: Expanding Circles of Care (8 minutes)
	Purpose
	Instructions to Class(3 minutes)
	During the Activity(4 minutes)
	Debrief(1 minute)

	5. Closing (2 minutes)
	This Week's Challenge
	Closing Prayer (Optional)


	Grades 1, 3
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	Movement & Formation Plan
	If Kids Don't Understand

	1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Discussion Questions

	4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
	5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)


	Safe in God's Hands
	Instructor Preparation
	Instructor Preparation

	The Passage
	Context
	The Big Idea
	Theological Core

	Age Group Overview
	What Each Age Group Learns
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Grades 4, 6
	Grades 1, 3


	Common Pitfalls to Avoid
	Handling Hard Questions
	"What about righteous people who suffer and die horribly? Were they not really in God's hands?"
	"What about righteous people who suffer and die horribly? Were they not really in God's hands?"
	"Doesn't this make people passive about injustice, 'God will take care of it so we don't have to'?"
	"How can we tell the difference between someone being protected and someone being destroyed?"

	The One Thing to Remember

	Grades 7, 8 / Adult
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	The Tension to Frame
	Discussion Facilitation Tips

	1. Opening Frame (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Silent Reading (5 minutes)
	As You Read, Think About:

	3. Discussion (15, 18 minutes)
	Oral Reading (2, 3 minutes)
	Small Group Question Generation (3, 4 minutes)
	Facilitated Discussion (12, 14 minutes)
	Probing Questions (to go deeper)
	Revealing the Pattern

	4. Application (3, 4 minutes)
	Real Issues This Connects To
	Discussion Prompts

	5. Closing (2 minutes)

	Grades 4, 6
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	If Kids Ask "What about when really good people die or get hurt badly?"

	1. Opening (5 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (10 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Question 1: The Confusing Feelings
	Question 2: The Outside View
	Question 3: The Hidden Protection
	Question 4: The Big Picture

	4. Activity: The Hidden Shield (8 minutes)
	Purpose
	Instructions to Class(3 minutes)
	During the Activity(4 minutes)
	Debrief(1 minute)

	5. Closing (2 minutes)
	This Week's Challenge
	Closing Prayer (Optional)


	Grades 1, 3
	Your Main Job Today
	Your Main Job Today
	Movement & Formation Plan
	If Kids Don't Understand

	1. Opening Song (2, 3 minutes)
	2. Bible Story Time (5, 7 minutes)
	3. Discussion (5 minutes)
	Discussion Questions

	4. Closing Song (2, 3 minutes)
	5. Closing Prayer (1, 2 minutes)



